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4 Note as to Nicholas Udall. 

From Powles I went, to Aeton sent, 
Tn learne straight wayes, the Latin phraise. 
Where fiftie three stripes giuen to mee, 
at once I had : 
^J*^*J. For faut but small, or none at all, 

MMtaru It came to pasne, thus beat I was, 

»!«■. See Udall see, the mercy of thee, 

to mee poore lad. 

1537. Sept 97. Is made Vicar of Braintree. Nervcoitrt^ Rep. it. 80. 

iS4a. Udall publishes a translation of the 3rd and 4th books of 

Erasmus ApopktktgtHS. 
*t543. Cott. MS. TitMtt B. viii. /. 37?, is a long letter, undated 

and unaddressed, to some one, as to ' my restitution to the 

roume of Scholemaister in Eton. ' 
1544. Dec. 14. Re>iKns the Vicarship of Braintree. Newcourt^ idem. 
1 549-1545. He is en^ged with the Princess, afterwards Queen Mary 

and others in translating Erasmus' Paraphrase of the A#w 

Testament into English. 

* i^5> Sept. 30, at London,' date of his Preface to Lnke. 

In his Pref to Tc^Am, partly translated by Princess Mary, partly by Rev. 
F. Malet, D'.D. ; Udall gives us the following account of femsue education in 
hiN day : which can only, however, apply to a few women, like Elizabeth, 
Mary, and Ladv Jane Grev. *' But nowe in this gracious and blisseful tyme <^ 
knowledge, in whiche it hatfi pleased almighiye God to reuele and shewe abrode 
the ly^t of his moste holye ghospell : what a noumbre i^ there of noble women 
ie«peciatly here in this realme of Englande,^ yea and howe many in the Tcares 
of tender vyrginitiee, not only aswel seen and as familiarly trade in the Latine 
and Greke tounges, as in theyr owne mother language : but also both in all 
kindes of p«vphane litterature, and liberatl artes, exactely studied and exer- 
cised, and in the holy Scriptures and llieologie so ripe, that they are able 
aptely cunnyngly, and «nth much grace eyther to indicte or translate into the 
vuUrare tongue, tor the publique instrucaon and edifjnng of the vnleamed 
multitude. ... It is nowe no newes in En^lande to see youne damisels ia 
nobles houses and in the Courtes of Princes, in stede of cardesand other iastru* 
menres of idle trifleyng, to Kaue continually in her handes, eyther Psalmes, 
C^elies, and other deuoute mediucions, <m- elles Paules ^istles, or some 
booke of hol^-e Scripture matiers : and as familiarl^-e both to reade or reason 
thereof in Greke, latine, Frenojae, or Italian, as in Englishe." 

1547. Im. SI CMont TL. WKStStn thr tHtrmc. 

* 1 552. July 00. At Windsor.' Tlte date of Udall's preface to the translaiMa 

by himyelf and others, of T. GeminTs A neOmmy. 

155S. l«li C ilUKt fwortii ta the cnttnu 
1554. Dec ?. I'iare of a warrant dormer from the Queen to the Master e~ 
her ReveK (Refxinted in The LAsrJri MSS. Ed. by A. J 
Kkmpr, P.S^A. I^ondon. TS36.] T^ «-arrant runs thus- 
' Whereas <Mir w«lheloued Nicholas Vdall hath at sooodn 
seasons cvwx-enicni heretrtfore shew'cd and mrndeth hereafte 
to shem« hi* diUfi^ence in setting foorth of Dialo^iues and Sr 
terliides bef<»ne us fo' on' r^reli dhftorte and recreacion.* . , 
And then ffoes o« to aiithoriie the loan of a^nparel for tJuM 
p«r|vwe». nid the fyipularitx' of the Dramanst, and her jm 
1««^nal^ acquaintance m^th him," since ihe>- had worked tn^reiht 
on Ki-«vn;M»' /W«^/k4*-4Mir. lead the Qneen to condone A 
int*'n«e TV^t4<niiantivfn of the rrracher. rx-en to the conanuiB 
of him in ftxvmr? IMall and AM^ham. i«*o noted ProtestaiC 
are both favo^ii^ h\* Ma^^ . 
*T5SS. IMall h anrtointed M a-stci of Wevrminsrer S«'hool. and sf ■ cii 

i^^ Kov. tiniM>MtntilMar^-re-eNtaNi¥hrs th/'Monasrpn-atW«uminsia 
t$i|6. IVc. XMalldie*. 

tj|. He K htiriiyl in St. MarcfarMV Westminster. W. ^'^. C/iojt^ 
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INTRODUCTION. 

[HE author and early date of the prefent Comedy are 

ascertained by a quotation in Sir Thomas Wilfon's 

Rule of Reafon of Roifter Doifter's letter to Dame 

Cuflance. 

The firft edition of the Rule of Reafon ^ 1550- 1, ig 

a very fcarce work ; of which I have been unable to fee a copy. 

The fecond edition, 1662, 8vo, *newely corre(5led by Thotiuu 

Vvil/bn,* has fwt the quotation : which apparently firft appears in 

the third edition of 1663, 4to, the title of which runs, "The Rule 

of Reafon, conteinyng the Arte of Logique, Sette furthc in 

Engliihe, and newly corrected by Thomas Wilfon. Anno 

Domini, M.D.LI II. Menfe lanuarij." 

At folio of this edition, Wilfon, in treating of The Ambiguitiey 

adds to his previous examples, Roifter Doifter's letter, with the 

following heading : 

€L An example of soche doubtful writing, whiche by reason of 

poincting male haue double sense, and contrarie 

meaning, taken out of an entrelude 

made by Nicolas Vdal. 

The prefent comedy was therefore undoubtedly written before 
the clofe of the reign of Edward VI., who died 6 July 1553. 

If it was then printed, that entire edition has perilhed. The 
prayer for the Queen at /. 86, can be for no other than Queen 
£lizab^th : and therefore, although the title-page is wanting and 
there is no conclufive allufion in the play, it may confidently be 

ieved that the extant text was printed in Elizabeth's reign : 

\ that it had poffibly in some refpecfls been modified. 

rhere now comes the evidence of the Stationers Co.*s Regifter, 
quoted by Mr. Collier, Extrcufls^ i. 154, Fd. 1848 : 

XA of Thomas Hackett, for hys lycense for pryntinge of a play intitui d 
. .uf Ruyster Duster. &c iiijd 

The miffing title-page and the abfence of any colophon in the 
. on copy, here reprinted, preclude demonftrative proof that it 
3ne of Hackett's edition. It is however morally certain that 
: does reprefent that text. 
■ On the whole, therefore, though that text was pollhumous— 
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JERS 

JKalpI^ IRotie^ter pointer. 

jKatl)eio jKersgreehe. 

(Satosn (Soobluch, affianced to Davie Cufiance, 

%t\$\x&xci Srttjitie, his friend. 

Pobinet pOttgl)tie, * boy ' to Roijler Doijler. 

SCom S^rupente, feruant to Dame Cujlance, 

Sl)m Sttrejsbg, feruant to Goodluck. 

Scrmener. 
Harpax. 



Dame (S\^x\%\x&Vi Ctttjstance, « wido7v, 
Ittargerie Jttumblecrttjst, ^^ «2^r/?. 
S^tbet STalk apace, 
Slnnot ^Igface, 



//^ maidens. 



Time, -^^^w/ 7w^ //aj'i'. 

Scene. -A^/ indicated: / London, 
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JRoisfci- Doisiei: 

Actus, j. ScEena. j. 



J1tlatt)eiDe |ltttrjigreckc. He entretk fi?, 



■i"ig- 




S long lyueth the mery man (tliev fipi'l 

Asdoththefoo'maa,and4SJ 
by a day. ° 1 

Yet the GralTeliopper for all hi«I 
tionimer pipj-ng, ■'■ 

Sterueth in WinlEr m.,h hnns, 
enpyng, f„„ j^ 

Therefore an other fiyd a„ S 
That they be together both mery and wife 
Tliys I .effon mud I ptactife. or elfe ere ionj; 
Wy th mee Mather Merygreefce it will be wron,, 
In <Jee(ie men fo call me, for by Irmi that vc; > 
What euer ciiaunce betide, I can take no ih P^"^^ 
Yet wifedome woulde that I did my felfe h^^i!' ,^' 
Whei-e to be prouided thi. day ofmeate and j •■ = 
For know ye, that for all thi, merie „o,; „fi'?"°l 
H e might appofe me now that (hould alke Jj. *^- 
My lyuing lieth heere and there, of God, ' ' '''« 

Sometime wyth thi, good man. fonietyme ifl^c '^■ 

Sometime Lewis Loyirer biddeth me con, "^ Pla 

Somewhyles Watkin Waller maketh vs "'^*'^E ^ 
Sometime Dany Diceplayer when b, , f ?«l Cheer, 
KLeepeth renell route ai long as it will in *«" tin ' 
Sometime Tom Titinile maketh v,*^ r '"*• ^^\ 
Sometime with lir Hugh Pye I ,„ 'f"*"- 
Sometime at Niciiol Neuenhriues I ""^ 
Sometime I am feafted with Brvaji ^ * ^ 
Sometime I hang on Hankvn H,sir*''*iw2 
But thys day on Ralph Roy(l„ S^WmSTWI. 
For truely of all men he is mv ^'^•^m? *« 
Both for meate and money, air^SESJ"" 1 
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For, footh Roifler Doifler in that he doth fay, 

And require what ye will ye Ihall haue no nay. 

But now of Roifler Doifler fomewhat to exprelTe, 

That ye may efleeme him after hys worthinefTe, 

In thefe twentie townes and feke them throughout. 

Is not the like flock e, whereon to graffe a loute. 

All the day long is he facing and craking 

Of his great actes in fighting and fraymaking : 

But when Roifler Doifler is put to his proofe, 

To keepe the Queenes peace is more for his behoofe. 

If priy woman fmyle or cafl on hym an eye, 

Vp is he to the harde eares in loue l^y ^nj, by, 

And in all the hotte hafle mufl fhe be hys wife. 

Elfe farewell hys good days, and farewell his life, 

Maifler Raufe Royfler Doifler is but dead and gon 

Excepte fhe on hym take fome compafTion, 

Then chiefe of counfell, mufl be Mathew Merygreeke, 

What if I for manage to fuche an one feeke ? 

Then mufl I footh it, \yhat euer it is : 

For what he fayth o^ doth can not be amifle, 

Holde vp his^ea and nay, be his nowne white fonne, 

P rayfe an d roufe hi_m welli.and ye haue his hg^rt wonne. 

For lo weiriiketh he his owne fonde fafhions 

That he taketh pride of falfe commendations. 

But fuch fporte haue I with him as I would not leefe. 

Though I Ihould be bounde to lyue with bread and 

cheefe. 
For exalt hym, and haue hym as ye lufl in deede : 
Yea to hold his finger in a hole for a neede. 
I can with a worde make him fayne or loth, 
I can with as much make him pleafed or wroth, 
I can when I will make him meiy and glui, 
I can when me lufl make him foiy and fad, 
I can fet him in hope and eke in difpaire, [faire. 

I can make him fpeake rough, and make him fpeake 
But I maruiell I fee hym not all thys fame day, 
I wyll feeke him out : But loe he commeth thys way, 
I haue yond efpied hym fadly comming. 
And in loue for twentie pounde, by hys glommyng. 
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Actus, j. Scaena, ij. 

?Ga[e 5RoisUc Poisttr, |ltatl)eai IBttggwelie. 

H. HoSJSltr. l^tgl^jOme dealli when thou wilt, 

I I am weary of my life. 

Jtt, Jtttri). I tolde you I, 

Lve (houldwowe another 

rt-ife. 

y. JlopsUr. Why did God make me fuche a goodly 

perfon ? [fport anon. 

gl. IRttjj. He is in by the weke, we ftiall hatie 

jt. Josatcr. And where is my truflie friende Mathew 

Merygreeke ? 

itt. ifltrj). I wyll make as I fawe him not, he dotli 

me feeke. [is hee, 

3R. ^otstci:. I haue hym elpyed me thinketh, yond 

Hough Mathew Merygreeke my friend, a worde with 

thee. [hafle, 

|tt. JttccB. I wyll not heare him, but make as I had 

Farewell all mygood friendes, thetymeawaydothewaile, 

And the tide they fay, tarieth for no man, 

JR. ^oiattr. Thou mull with thy good counfell helpe 

me if tliou can. 
Jit. f&.trQ. God keepe thee woifhypfuU Maifler Roi- 
(ler Doider, 
And fare well the luflie Maifler Roifler Doider. 

'§.. ^KogjlUr. I mutle needes fpeake with thee a 

worde or twaine. [s-gaine, 

itt- |ll<'^- Within a montli or two I will be here 

Negligence in greate affaires ye knowe may marre all 

^. Roister. Attende vpon me now, and well rewatde 

thee I (hall. 
|tt. Jltttra. I haue take my leaue, and the tide is 
well fpenl. [content 

-§.. %a\%Ux. I die except thou helpe, I pray thee W 
Doe thy parte wel nowe, and afkc what Ihou -fi\\\ 
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For without thy aide my matter is all fpjlt. " 

;fl[t. ^trjj. Then to feme your turne I will fome 
paines take. 
And let all myne owne affaires alone for your fake. 

|R. JtoBBttr. My whole hope and trud refl^'th onely 
in thee. 

fB. ffltni. Thencan ye notdoeamifTewhateuer itbee. 

^R. Jtosattt. Gramercies Merygreeke, moil bounde 
to thee I am. 

|tt. Jftcr^. But vp with that heart, and fpeake ou| 
like a rarame, 
^'e fpeake like a Capon that had the cough now : 
Bee of good cheere, ajion ye fhall doe well ynow. 

IR. JiODjtler. Vpon thy coinforte, I will all things 
well handle. [candle. 

jtt- itterj?- So loe. that is a bread to blowe out a 
But what is this great matter I woulde faine know( 
We (hall fynde reraedie therefore I trowe. 
Doe ye lacke money ? ye knowe myiie olde offers, 
Ye haue always a key to ray purfe and coffers. 

11. KonSftr. I thanke thee : had euer man fuche a 
frende? [lende. 

IH, IfleiTi. Ye gyue vnto me :' I mull needes to you 

^. JlogSlcr Nay 1 haue money plentie all thin^. 
to difcharge, [offer fo larj 

|tt. IBttjg. That knewe I ryght well when I 
But it IS no fuche matter. 

Jtt. JOetj). What is it than? 
Are ye in daunger of dcbte to any man? 
If ye be, take no thought nor be not afraide. 
Let them hardly take thought how they (hall be paids;' 

5R. SlOBBttr. Tut I owe nought. 

ftt. ftttrS' \Vhat then ? fear ye imprifonment ? 

%. ^fijiter. No. 

Jilt. Itttrji. No I wift ye ofTende, not fo to be (bent 
But if he had, tiie Toure coulde not you fo hoide, 
But to breake out at all times ye would be bolde. 
What is it? hath any man threalned you to beate? 

Jl- Jlnpsttt. What is he that durfl haue put me iu 
that lieate ? ■ 
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^e that beateth me by his amies (ball well fynde, 

will not be farre from him nor ninne behinde. 
I &^' JlBttB. That thing knowe all men eaer Once ye 
I ouerthrewe, 

3ie fellow of the Lion which Heradcs flewe. 
fat what is it than ? 

I y. lEtDgattr. Of loue I make my nione. [alone? 
I ^. jtttcg. Ah this ioolifhe a loue, wilt neare let vs 
felt bicaufe ye were refufed the laft day, 
pe fayd ye wouide nere more be intangled that way. 
I would medle no more, lince I fynde all so vnkinde, 
I %■ iltigBtei:. Yea, but I can not fo put loue out of 
I my minde. 

[ JSati]. jHcr. But is your loue tell me firil, in any wife. 
!n the way of Mariage, or of Merchandife? 
pf it may otherwife than lawfull be founde, 
Ye get none of my helpe for a hundred pounde. 
ft. JlojfSttr. No by my trouth I would haue hir to 
my Wife. [your life, 

r^. ^trs- Then are ye a good man, and God faue 
nd what or who is fhe, with whome ye are in loiie ? 
Jt |Bj)S9ttr. A woman whome I knowe not by what 
meanes to moue. 
Jtt. Jtttrji. Who is it? 
%.. %ff^%itx. A woman yond. 
|B. fKrtlj. What is hir name ? 
%.. §os»ttt. Hir yonder. 
ffl. fflftB. Whom. 
It. jloHater. Miftreffe ah. 
|tt. Itttrj. Fy iy for (hame 
Loueye.andknownot whome? but hir yonde, a Woman, 
We (hall then get you a Wyfe, I can not tell whan. 
JR. ^OBBter, The faire Woman, that fupped wyth 
vs yeftemyght, 
^And I'hearde hir name twice or thrice, and had it ryght. 
|8!. JKetj. Yea, ye may fee ye nere lake me to good 
cheere with you, 
ff ye had, I coulde haue tolde you liir name now. 
|l 'Bopfitrr. I was to blame in deede,but the ne«e 
tynie uercliaunce : 
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And (he Jwelleth in this houfe. 

A. ffterp. What Chriflian Cuflance. 
fS- flogjJter. Except I haue hir to my Wife, I (hall 
runne madde. [for madde. 

;. |fters« Nay vnwife perhaps, but I warrant you 
%ff^%\xt, I am vtterly dead vnleffe I haue my 
defire. 
|B. Ifters- Where be the bellowes that blewe this 

fodeine fire ? 
JR. ^ogiSter. I heare (he is worthe a thoufande 
pounde and more. [afore, 

|tt. |fterp. Yea, but leame this one leffon of me 
An hundred pounde of Marriage money doubtleffe, 
Is euer thirtie pounde llerlyng, or fomewhat leffe, 
So that hir Thoufande pounde yf (he be thriftie, 
Is muche neere about two hundred and fiftie, 
Howebeit wowers and Widowes are neuer poore. 
1^. TB^'^iXtt. Is (he a Widowe ? I loue hir better 

therefore. 
|B. Itterg. But I heare Ihe hath made promife to 
another. [my brother. 

JR. JRosiSter. He (hall goe without hir, and he were 
|E. jfters* I haue hearde fay, I am right well aduifed, 
That ihe hath to Gawyn Goodlucke promifed. 
JR. JRoSjtter. What is that Gawyn Goodlucke ? 
A. |fterS' a Merchant man. 
y. Ifto^jtter. Shall he fpeede afore me ? nay fir by 
fweete Sainct Anne. 
Ah fir, Backare quod Mortimer to his fowe, 
I wyll haue hir myne owne felfe I make God a vow. 
For I tell thee, Ihe is worthe a thoufande pounde. 
|B. |fterp. Yet a fitter wife for your malhip might 
be founde : 
Suche a goodly man as you, might get one wyth lande, 
Befides poundes of golde a thoufande and a thoufande, 
And a thoufande, and a thoufande, and a thoufande, 
And fo to the fumme jof twentie hundred thoufande. 
Your mod goodly perfonage is worthie of no leffe. 
JR. JRoSjtter. I am forie God made me fo comely 
doubtleffe. 

i u^ ^ ' '- ^' - '^^ 

I \ - ^^^ 
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Jar that maketh me ec!ie wliere fo highly fauoured. 
And all womRn on me fo enamoured. [out that ? 

itt- Pl"^' Enamoured quod you? haue ye fpied 
Ah fir, mary nowe I fee you know what is what. 
Enamoured ka ? mary fir fay that againe, 
But I thought not ye had marked it fo plaiiie. 

Jl- ^ojfittt. Yes, eche where they gaze all vpon me 
and flare. [they dare. 

Jtt. JKttS^ Vea malkyn, I warrant you as muche as 
And ye will not beleue what tliey fay in the Ilreete, 
When your mafhyp pafleth by all fuch as I meete, 
That fometimes I can fcarce finde what aunfwere to 

make. 
Who is this (feyth one) fir Launcehi du iake'i 
Who is this, greale Guy of Warwike, fayth an other? 
No (fay I) it is the thirtenth Herailes brother. 
Who is this ? noble Heflor of Troy, fayth the thirde ? 
No, but of the fame nefl (fay I) it is a birde. 
Who is this? greate GoHah, Sampfon, or Colbrande'i 
No (fay I) but it is a brute of the Alie lande. 
Who is this? greate Alexander'i or Chark le Matgne} 
No, it is the tenth Worthie, fay I to them agayne : 
I knowe not if I fayd well. 

JR. ^osjittt. Yes for fo I am. 

JR. ItttTS- Yea, for there were but nine wonhies be- 
To fame others, the thirde Cato I doe you call. 
And fo as well as I can I aunfwere them all. 
Sir I pray you, what lorde or great gentletnan is this ? 
Maifter Ralph Roifler Doiiler dame fay I, ywis. 
O Lorde (fayth (he than) what a goodly man it is, 
Woulde Chriil I had fuch a hufbande as he is. .^ 

O Lorde (fay fome) that the fight of his face we lacke J 
It is inough for you (fay I) to fee his backe. -.. 

His face is for ladies of high and noble parages. -"; 

With whorae he hardly fcapeth great manages. 
With muche more than this, and much othenvife. 

fl StoHSttr. I can thee thanke that thou canR fuche 
anfweres deuife : 
porceyue thou dofte me throughly knowe. 



''■ JWlJltT J^:>i:.ir. 

ft ftrqi i ^u-.r'i.': yj-2: la-iitr- i.r Era; otrr 

■ n fi» jy^w^y*:. £K :s'.ii are T:>:r i:=is-_ 

'( (..!< jJI fiuuf-i, ln'iTt Vt4 i'j^'.^. laxe aac itfe. ieiK. 
'jl,..i .^.- y-(ii, (Jjir/J;?,!/- TOj, :bt7■l£3LtcB'}K:&^-■:.^ 
Vi [„,((■■- „.,\ },y, |,.jt tfi<,-v ia'J2^l t;;: ther i^ t-^c, 
V. .. .iikI lu'tii'-Y "iiiUi-: I fiaw the :niibe to tcl 
( ir rii-ijiy, I'l I.I yon yj'i tJi.-it «ay MJitre the)' dweE 

II llnifMttr. M'-iynrwItc fur this thj- leponx^ vcli 
>.( 111.','; f}..2idee: 

in nU)\) W]y.il 1\><mh\i: I ulh fir, Jt is my dueiie 

11 lldunlir. I I't'iiiiilc tfioii dialt not lacke, irhile 1 
I.M...- .1 Kti.1.-. 

jn jlltiu JmiiIi lir, jnd I ntrrc Iiad morenede of a 

tl Kiiupilfr. Tliint tliiiltir liauc one to morovre, and 
,Milil.' I..I I'l l|H-inl.-. [ende. 

jn Jllrrif. Tlii-ii I tnill to briii^' the day to a good 
I'll! rin 111) iiiiiii' iiwiii' riiirli- biming money inowe, 

I Id Iviu' iiiii'lv Willi tin- n-mi'mlininte of yoti. 

Hill iiiiH'i' III viiMi ^Vi<l>iwc whomu you loue fo hotte. 
II :itii||jil(r. Hv ftuki* Ihoii fiiytft trnthc, I had al- 
iihill li"i|iiillr. [you what? 

in jrHni). WIkiI irchrilliaii Ciiflancewill not haue 
W iluUlrr' lldiii' Hwf yi'K I warrant you, neuer 
dDiihl til lliiit, 
I kii.mo lln- liim-ih iiif. liiit fhc dure not fpeake. 
Jtt iMtru- Indwili- im-fU' it wcrcfomebody (hould 
lUiHiilir. [night, 

%■ %\«[*\n, Shf l«>k«) (m nio twcntie tjmes yeiler- 
Aiiil hm\\y\\ i^^. 

«A. intrv. Thiit the i-oulde not fute vpright, 
[. Vniftttr. No tiiith conldo (ho not, 
ffi j^ilUv]). N\> i-iii-n iVuh a ihing I c-atl. 
V- wcp'ltr. I'm tor wowyns thou knowcrt women 
i*iv itwmdJll. [glad, 

lUil Aihl iho kui-wc my minde, 1 knowe flic «-ould be 
Attd ihiDt^c tl Ihi? tKlV i-haunw that euer flw had. 



KjisUr Dots It: r. i»i 

|K. fKccp. TjcJiLrthcn liki: i .i...... .. ''. ■' .'r '!' 

:orm ~s\ .uirii. 
^^'Tire^ 3t^itr ±«itr«ie well, that ;..i../» t . 

"iL ynfigrrr ^"bai may I U\\\ ,».*- ' 

SBL jffpTj. Sir remainc yt: a «...#• 
Ei^e lumi zne :r ocher of hir houfr «. .. • .-,' ■ 
\ -J kncwe jrj ziinde. 

X. XiP|<s^£S. Yea now ha r*^:;- . . ' 

JjK. jRs]^. In the mcan«: 



Azii :aZ j:cr Mufitians, ff.r r. : 

I: Tic^i fene you forth, -i.-.r: ,. 

Ye =iZT r,ot lacke your !r. ::.'..../■. y 

K- |S«p»Ur. Thou kr.r/i. 

itt- l&rcp. As well a . »; •/ ■ 
Shaii I go call your fo»ic.r. : >. • ■ ' 

K- SopjStrr. Yea r:r..-.r-. . >-: 

ble haile. 

fBL. |Eer]?. I goe. / '/ 

Ji- ^5»ter. Yr:a :cr : . • 
It coinjforteth rav ir/rr.- ■. 
But who commerh for:-. 

Cullance? 
My matter fcmet;- v--." : 



^ ^ ^ 
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But it will be (larke nyght before I (hall haue done. 
1^. ^0S)e»ter. I will (lande here a while, and talke with 
them anon, 
I heare them fpeake of Cuflance, which doth my heart 

good. 
To heare hir name fpoken doth euen comfort my blood. 
fSi. Iftnmbl. Sit downe to your worke Tibet like a 

good girle. 
Sib. Sl^alh. Nourfe medle you with your fp)mdle and 
your whirle, 
No hafle but good, Madge Mumblecrufl, for whip and 

whurre 
The olde prouerbe doth fay, neuer made good furre. 
|B. |Ettmbl. Well, ye wyll fitte downe to your worke 

anon, I truft. 
SCib. STalh. Soft fire maketh fweete malte, good 

Madge Mumblecrufl. 
|B. |Enmbl. And fweete malte maketh ioly good ale 

for the nones. 
Sib. ST^lh. Whiche will Hide downe the lane without 
any bones. Cantet. 

Olde browne bread crufles mud haue much good 

mumblyng. 
But good ale downe your throte hath good eafie tumbling. 
JR. JRogjJter. The iolyefl wenche that ere I hearde, 
little moufe. 
May I not reioyce that fhe (hall dwell in my houfe ? 
Sib. Salh. So firrha, nowe this geare beginneth for 

to frame. 
|B. |Eumbl. Thanks to God, though your work Hand 

fill, your tong is not lame 
Sib. Salh. And though your teeth be gone, both fo 
fliarpe and fo fine 
Yet your tongue can renne on patins as well as mine. 
Jtt. Iftnmbl. Ye were not for nought named Tyb 

Talke apace. 
Sib. Salh. Doth my talke grieue you ? Alack, God 

faue your grace. 
|tt. Jttumbl. I holde a grote ye will drinke anon for 
this geare. 
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Eib. Ealh, And I wyll pray you the ilripes for me 

to beare. 
£R. Jllambl. I holde a penny, ye wil) drink without 
a cup. [all vp. 

S^ib. Salh. Wherein fo ere ye drinke, 1 wote ye drinke 

k^n. Aljjtact. By Cock and well fowed, my good 
Tibet Talke apace. 
2Ctb. iSalli. And een as well knittemynowne Annot 
Alyface. 
IR. IRoBBter. See what a i"ort fhe kepeth that miiO. 
be my wife. 
Shall not I when I haue hir, leade a merrie life? 
Hi Eifa. Salk. Welcome my good wenche, and fitte 
K here by me iull. 

^1 ^n. ^l^fate. And howe doth our old beldame here, 
^H^ Mage MumbiecrudP 

^H ^\b. SCalli. Chyde, and finde faultes, and threaten 
^^H to complain e. 

^H ^W. ^ilBfMt. To make vs poore girles fhent to hir 
^^B^ is fmall gaine. 

Ti f&. fRnmbl I dyd neyther chyde, nor complaine, 

nor threaten. 
Jl. IRojieUr. It woulde grieue my heart to fee one of 

them beaten. 
fH. fEamhl. I dyd nothyng but byd hir worke and 

holde hir peace. 
SCib, SCalh. So would I, if you coutde your clatter- 
ing ceaffe : 
But the deuiU can not Kiake olde trotte holde hir toiig. 
J^n. ^Is^'"- Letallthefematterspaffe, and we three 
fmg a fong, 
So fiiall we pieafantly bothe the tyme beguile now, 
And eke difpatche all our workes ere we can tell how. 
STib. Katk. I threw them that (ay nay, and that lliall 

not be I. 

|ft. IHnmbl. And I am well content. 
Eib. Stalk. Sing on then by and by. 
Jl. JiOSSler. And I will not away, but liften to their 

long, 
t Merygreeke and my folkes tary very long. 
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Sib, |ltt, and |Eargerte, doeftnge here. 

Pipe mery Annot. etc. 
Trilla, Trilla. Trillarie. 
Worke Tibet, worke Annot, worke Margerie. 
Sewe Tibet, knitte Annot, fpinne Margerie. 
Let vs fee who fhall winne the victorie. 

Sib. S^lk. This fleue is not willyng to be fewed I 

trowe, [throwe. 

A fmall thing might make me all in the grounde to 

Then they fing agayne. 

Pipe merrie Annot. etc. 

Trilla. Trilla. Trillarie. 

What Tibet, what Annot, what Margerie. 

Ye fleepe, but we doe not, that (hall we trie. 

Your fingers be nombde, our worke will not lie. 

Sib. Salh. If ye doe fo againe, well I would aduile 
you nay. 
In good footh one floppe more, and I make holy day. 

They finge the thirde tyme. 

Pipe Mery Annot. etc. 
Trilla. Trilla. Trillarie. 
Nowe Tibbet, now Annot, nowe Margerie. 
Nowe whippet apace for the mayflrie. 
But it will not be, our mouth is fo drie. 

Sib. Salk. Ah, eche finger is a thombe to day me 
thinke, 
I care not to let all alone, choofe it fwimme or fmke. 

They fing the fourth tyme. 

Pipe Mery Annot. etc 
Trilla. Trilla. Trillarie. 
When Tibet, when Annot, when Margerie. 
1 will not, I can not, no more can I. Lette hir caste 
Then giue we all ouer, and there let it lye. ^ii.'^" 

Sib. Salk. There it lieth, the worfle is but a curried 
cote, 
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Tut I am vfed therto, I care not a grote. 
^11. ^Igtace. Haue we done fingyng fince? then 
will I in againe, 
Here I founde you, and here I leaue both twaine. Exeat, 
|E. Ittttmbl. And I will not be long after: Tib 

Talke apace. 
Sib. STalh. What is ye matter? 
|tt. JEnmb. Yond flode a man al this fpace 
And hath hearde all that euer we fpake togyther. 
SCib. STalh. Mary the more loute he for his comming 
hither. 
And the lefle good he can to liflen maidens talke. 
I care not and I go byd him hence for to walke: 
It were well done to knowe what he maketh here 
away. 
1^ JBogjster. Nowe myght I fpeake to them, if I wifl 
what to fay. ' [he is. 

|tt. jftttmbl. Nay we will go both off, and fee what 
|8-. ^o^ietter. One that hath hearde all your talke 

and fingyng ym%, 
Stib. STalk. The more to blame you, a good thriftie 
hufbande [hande. 

Woulde elfewhere haue had fome better matters in 
18" ?Bogj«ter. I dyd it for no harme, but for good 
loue I beare, [heare. 

To your dame miflreffe Cuflance, I did your talke 
And Miflreffe nource I will kiffe you for acquaintance. 
JR. Ittttmbl. I come anon fir. , 
SCib. S^alk. Faith I would our dame Cuflance 
Sawe this geare. 

|tt. Ittttmbl. I mufl firfl wipe al cleane, yea I mud. 
Sib. STalh. Ill chieue it dotyng foole, but it mufl be 

cufl. 
fiL Ittttmbl. God yelde you fir, chad not fo much 
ichotte not whan, 
Nere fince chwas bore chwine, of fuch a gay gentleman. 
|R. ^ogiSter. I will kiffe you too mayden for the good 

will I beare you. 
Srib. STalk. No forfoth, by your leaue ye fliall not 
kiffe me. y. / , ' 

4 i- . t. ™^' 
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%. JRojjBUr. Yes be not afearde, I doe not difday 

you a. whit, 
Sib. %aX&. Why ftioulde I feare you ? 1 haue not 

fo little wit, 
Ye are but a man I knowe very well, 
jE. SoBStet. Why then ? 
Sib. Salk, Foriboth for I wj'll not, I vfe not to 

kiffe men. 
|R. ^gattr, I would faine kiffe you too good ma.iden, 

if I myght. 
Sib. Salk. Wha,t (hold that neede ? 
|E. ^gsUr. But to honor you by this light. 
I vfe to kiffe all them that I loue to God I vowe. 
If Sib. Sialk. Yea fir ? I pray you when dyd ye lad' 

kiffe your cowe- 
|R, ^OJiStt):. Ye might be proude to kiffe me, if ye 

Sib. Salk. What promotion were therein ? 

5B- IRoBStfr- Nourfe is not fo nice. 

Eib, Salk. Well I haue not bene taught to kifling 

and licking. _ 

|l. ^OB»t«. Yet I thanke you miareffe Nourfe, ye 

made no flicking, 
fa. JEnmbt, I will not tticke for a koffe with {wtii. 

a man as you, 
Sib. Salk, They that luft : I will againe 

fewyng now. 
3in. ^lj£ac[(]. Tidings hough, tidings, dameCuilanca; 

greeteth you well. 
Jt. JloBSUr. Whomeme? 
%\\. ^[jface. You fir? no fir? I do no fuche tale teUL 
%. JKogStec. But and ftie knewe me here. 
%\\. ^Igfact. Tybet Talke apace, 
Your miflreffe Cuflance and mine, mud fpeake 

your grace. 
Sib. Salk. With me ? 
%■&. ^Igfact. Ye mufle come in to hir out of aU' 

doutes. 
Sib. Satk. And my work not half done ? i 

chief on all loiites, Ex. am. 
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Jtt, flftmnb. A good fweete gentleman. 

m.|RoE»ter. What? 

|tt. jttnmbl Nay I can not tel fir, but what tiling 

would yon ? 
X. Jlo]i»ttt. Howe dothe fweete Cudance, myhflari 

of gold, tel! me how ? 
;jtt. ^nmbl. She dothe very well fir, and cojti- 

maunde me to yovi. 
3R. IRoBBttr. Tome? 
ftt. jKnntbl. Vea to you fir. 
|L ^OjjSttr. To me? nurfe tel me plain 
Tome? 

|tt. IKtumb. Ye. 

Jt. jloiiSttr. n~hat word maketh me allue again, 

Jltt. ;(ttnmhl. She commaunde me to one laft day 

ft. JloiJSttr. That was een to me and none other 

by the Mafle. 
jtt. jfinmbL I can not tell \'ou fiirely, but one it 

was. 
Jt. ^Jjsttr. It was I and none other: thiscommeth 

to good pafle. 
I promife thee nourfe I fauour hir. 
ftt. ^uinb- Ken fo fir. 
^. ^o^stet. Bid hir fiie to me for mariage, 
nC^umbl. Een fo fir. 

y. floBSttr. And furely for thy lake Ihe (hall fpeede. 
jftt. Ittnntb. Een fo fir. 

3R. Josxtcr. I fhall be contented to take hir. 
fft. ^nmb. Een fo fir. 

ft. ^ogStcr. But at thy requefl and for thy fake. 
Sl fttnmb. Een fo fir. 
^. ^DjjBter. And come hearke in thine eare what to 

fay. 
itt. Itttimb. Een fo fir. "n'kt'^^t 
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Actus, j. Scaena iiij. 

|ftatl)eiD Iftersgreeke. ^obtnet pongt)tte. Hatpax. 
^alpt) |ftos)tter. Jftargene |BnmbUcntj$t. 

|ft. Ifteq;. |^^^|jOme on firs apace, and quite 

your felues like men, 
Your pains fhalbe rewarded. 
p. pott. But I wot not 
when. 

Jtt. |tttrg. Do your maifter worfhip as ye haue 

done in time pad. [haue a cafl. 

p. Pougl). Speake to them : of mine office he fhall 

ff- f^^"^' Harpax^ looke that thou doe well too, 

and thy fellow. 

Harpax, I warrant, if he will myne example folowe. 

|E. Jtt^rg. Curtfie whoorefons, douke you and 

crouche at euery worde, [borde. 

p. Pougl). Yes whether our maifler fpeake eamefl or 

^. Jtterj;. For this lieth vpon his preferment in 

deede. [fpeede. 

p. Pottgt). Oft is hee a wower, but neuer doth he 

Jtt. itterg. But with whome is he nowe fo fadly 

roundyng yond ? 

S. pottgl). With Nobs nicebecetiir miferere fonde. 
tt.] ^er^. God be at your wedding, be ye fpedde 
alredie ? 
I did not fuppofe that your loue was fo greedie, 
I perceiue nowe ye haue chofe of deuotion, 
And ioy haue ye ladie of your promotion. 
JR. ^ogjtter. Tufhe foole, thou art deceiued, this is 
not Ihe. [well I vife ye. 

|tt. Jtters- Well mocke muche of hir, and keepe hir 
I will take no charge of fuch a faire piece keeping. 
|tt. JttumbL What ayleth thys fellowe ? he driueth 
me to weeping. [merrie woman, 

|tt. Ifterg. What weepe on the weddyng day ? be 
Though I fay it, ye haue chofe a good gentleman. 
|S" JRotitfter. Kocks no^vnes what meaneil thou man, 
tut a whiflle. 
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B UO. IHerj).] Ah fir, be good to hir, (lie is but a 
H Ah fweete Inmbe and coDcy. [grift't;. 

H Jt. IRojiBttr, Tut thou art deceiued. [receiued. 

■ fSL. PSifCg. Weepe no more lady, ye (hall be well 
H Vp wydi fome mery noyfe firs, to bring home the bride. 
H 3£. JRojjStcr. Gogs armes knaue, art thou madde ? 
H 1 tel thee thou art wide. [home brought. 

V itt.jfttetj. Then ye entende by nyght to liaue hir 

%. 3Bos»ttt. 1 tel thee no. 

gt. i&tx^. How dien ? 

%. flos^ter. Tis neither mcnt ne thought. 

|tt. ftttrj. What (hall we then doe with hir? 

I)R. ^ogstec. Ah foo!i(h harebraine, 
This is not fhe. 
|E. ittctg. No is ? why then vnfayde againe. 
And what yong girle is this with your mafliyp fo bolde? 
St. ^ogSttr. A girle ? Lyere old. 

|ft. jBerg. Yea. I dare fay, fcarfe yet three fcore 
' Jl. ^ojister. This fame is die faire ividowes nourfe 
of whome ye wotte. [home olde trottc, 

fSL. iders. Is Ihe but a nourfe of a houfe ? hence 



\ 



^. IHosSUc. No, no. 
|E. Jtttrg. What an pleafe your ma(hip 
A nourfe talke fo homely with one of your worihip? 
3K. ^opiSttr, I willhaueitfo:itiamypleafureandwi!l. 
fR,. Jttern. Then I am content. Nourfe come 

againe, tarry dill. 
|t. ^OHSttr. What, (he will helps forward this my 

fute for hir part. [ing on my hart. 

|tt. jKerj. Then la mine owne pygs nie, and blefs- 
3R. SlQEStcr. This is our beft friend man. 
fH. |Heri3. Then teach hir what to fay 
jn. JHumbl. I am taught alreadie. 

t. iKtetS- Then go, make no delay. 
^ogSttr. Yet hark one word in thine eare. 
■ itterj). Back firs from his taile. [counfaile ? 

yoBSter. Backe vilaynes, will ye be priuie of my 
fB.. idtrs. Backe firs, fo : I tolde you afore ye 
woulde be fiient. 
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9. |Ro]2)tter. She (hall haue the firil day a whole 

pecke of argent. 
jtt. Iftumbl. A pecke ? Nomine patris^ hauc ye fo 
much fpare ? . [were it bare, 

JR. JRos^ter. Yea and a carte lode therto, or elfe 
Ikfidcs other mouables, houlholde flufife and lande. 
jtt. Jttttmbl. Haue ye lands too. 
JR. $OSiSter. An hundred marks. 
|tt. iWerij. Yea a thoufand 

g[. jtottmbl. And haue ye cattell too? andfheepetoo? 
. ^os^ter. Yea a fewe. [Ihewe. 

|tt. itter^. He is afliamed the numbre of them to 
ICen rounde about him, as many thoufande Iheepe goes, 
As he and thou and I too, haue fingers and toes. 
|n. jntumbl. And how many yeares olde be you? 
5te. flopjiter. Fortie at left. 
ffi. itterij. Yea and thrice fortie to them. 
|R. ^ogjiter. Nay now thou doft ieft. 
I am not fo olde, thou mifreckoneft my yeares. 
|tt. Jtterij. I know that : but my minde was on 

bullockes and fteeres. 
jtt. Ittumbl. And what (hall I (hewe hir your mas- 
ter(hips name is ? [that ywis. 

JR. JKo|3iSter. Nay (lie (hall make fute ere (he know 
Jtt. ^umbL Yet let me fomewhat knowe. 
|tt. itterjj. This is hee vnderftand, 
That killed the blewe Spider in Blanchepouder lande. 
|tt. Iftumbl. Yea /^J, William zee law,dydhezo law? 
|tt. liters. Yea and the laft Elephant that euer he fawe, 
As the beaft paffed by, he ftart out of a bu(ke, 
And een with pure flrength of armes pluckt out his 
great tu(ke. [that ? 

g\. ^umbL lefus^ nomine patris, what a thing was 
. fjoijSter. Yea but Merygreke one thing thou 
|tt. Jtteqj. What ? [haft forgot. 

%" JRogjSter. Of thother Elephant. 
ffi.^erB. Oh hym that fledde away. 
%, JRogjster. Yea. [that day 

|tt. itterg. Yea he knew that his match was in place 
Tut, he bet the king of Crickets on Chriftmaffe day, 
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"hat he crept in a hole, and not a worde to fay. 
/It. JttwmbL A fore man by zembletec. 
|?l. Jfietji. Why, he wrong a club 
Once in a fray out of the hande of Belzebub. 
Jl. ^ojjiSttC. And how when Mumiifion ? 
|ltt. jBecji- Oh your coudrelyng 
Bore the lanternc a fielde fo before the gozelyng. 
Nay that is to long a matter now to be tolde : 
Neuer aike his name Nurfe, I warrant thee, be bolde. 
He conquered in one day from Rome, to Naples, 
And woonne Townes nourfe as fafl as thou cand make 
Apples. [he is to fore. 

§0.. JttninbL O Lorde, my heart quaketh for feare ; 
%■ ^"HSt"^- Thou makefl hir to much afcardc, 
Merygreeke no more. 
This tale woulde feare my fweete heart Cnftance right 
euill. [not the deuill. 

ftL. |Htrg. Nay let hir take him Nurfe, and feare 
But thus is our fong daiht. Sirs ye may home againe. 
y. ^ojjster. No (hall they not I charge you all 
here to remaine : 
Tlie villaine ilaues a whole day ere they can be founde. 
i"^ |l(ltrg. Couche on your marybones whoorefons, 
down to the ground. 
Was it meete he thould tarie fo long in one place 
^Vithout harmonie of Mufltte, or forae fdlace ? 
^Vho fo hath fuche bees as your maifler in hys head. 
Had neede to haue his fpirites with Mufike to be fed. 
By your maifterlhips licence. 

%. ^OBSiter. What is that? a moate? [your coatt. 
ftt, JWecH- ^° i"^ ''^^^ °- fooles feather had light on 
%. Roister. I was nigh no featliers fmce I came 
from my bed. [your bed. 

fit. jnerj. No fir, it was a haire that was fall firom 
%^ ^oijSttr. My men com when it plcfe them. 
St. fftets. By your leue. 

%. %ts\%Ux. What is that ? [foot of a gnat. 

fll. itttrjj. Your gown was foule fpotted with the 

. |K.. ^oigter. Their maiaer to offende they are no- 

"Tiat now ? [thing afcarde. 
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fH Ifteq;. A loufy haire from your maflerfliips 
beard. [one oflfence. 

Omnes famula. And fir for Nurfes fake pardon this 
We fhall not after this fhew the Uke negligence. 
Jft. ISogjiter. I pardon you this once, and come fmg 
nere the wurfe. [tleman nurfe? 

Jtt. |fterp. How Hke you the goodneffe of this gen- 
Jtt. Iftumbl. God faue his maiflerfhip that fo can 
his men forgeue, 
And I wyll heare them fing ere I go, by his leaue. 
Jt. ^05J$ter. Mary and thou (halt wenche, come we 
two will daunce. [fong perchaunce. 

III. JttumbL Nay I will by myne owne felfe foote tlie 
%. JRogjSter. Go to it firs luflily. 
|tt. Iftumbl. Pipe vp a mery note, 
Let me heare it playde, I will foote it for a grote. 

Cantent, [miflreffe. 

3R. ^Ogjiter. Nownurfetakethysfame letter hereto thy 
And as my tnift is in thee plie my bufmeffe. 

Jtt. Jftttmbl. It Ihalbe done ? 

If- itterg. Who made it ? 

|l. I^ogjiter. I wrote it ech whit. 

|tt. Jfters. Then nedes it no mending. 

|i. JRogjstcr. No, no. 

Jtt. ifterg. No I know your wit 
I warrant it wel. 

|tt. ittumb. It fhal be deliuered. 
But if ye fpeede, fhall I be confidered ? 

Jtt. itterg. Whough, dofl thou doubt of that? 

Jfta[Sge. What (hal I haue ? , [deuife to craue 

|tt. Ifterj;. An hundred times more than thou canfl 

|tt. Jttumbl. Shall I haue fome newe geare ? for 
my olde is all fpent. [ladies rayment. 

|tt. |tterg. The worfl kitchen wench fhall goe in 

Jtt. Iftumbl. Yea ? [go better 

|ft. Ifterg. And the worfl drudge in the houfe fhal 
Than your miflreffe doth now. 

|ltar. Then I trudge with your letter, [mine owne. 

|l. |So|20ter. Now may I repofe me : Cuflance is 
Let vs fmg and play hom.eward that it may be knowne. 
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jE-^trj). But are you fiire, that your letter is well 
' ^. nojjSttr. I ivTote it my felTe. [enough? 

fft..'ffLtrs. Then fing we to dinner. 

ffiT/: theyfing, and go oiUftnghig. 

Actus, j. Scasna. v. 

(Gbristian Cnjitancf. |ttargerie |Ktnmhlerrust. 

€■ CTustanct. ||5?^bS^'^ '°°'^s ^'^^^ *ys '^"^t 
T Margerte Murablecrull? 
L Jtt. Jttnmbt. A ludie gay 
bacheler tooke it rae of 
trua, 
I And if ye feelte to him he will lowe your doing. 

fit. fflndtancr. Yea, but where learned he that man- 
1' ner of wowing ? [take, 

Jtt. IttnmbL If to fue to hym, you will any paines 
He will haue you to his wife (he fayth) for my lake. 
d. CEnitUtnce. Some wife gentleman belike. I am 
befpoken : 
And I thought verily thys had bene fome token [pleafe 
From my dere fpoufe Gawin Goodluck, nhom when him 
God luckily fende home to both our heartes eafe. 

Jtt. JttumbL A ioyly man it is I wote well by report, 
And would haue you to him for marriage refort : 
Bed open the writing, and fee what it doth fpeake. 
^^ C Cudtanct. At thys time nourfe I will neither 
^^L reade ne breake. 

^H Jtt. Jttumbl. He promifed to giue you a whole 
^H pecke of golde. [fhall be all tolde. 

^H d. UnBtftnce. Perchaunce lacke of a pynte when it 
^H |tt. JttnmbL I would take a gay riche hufbande, 
^H and I were you. [If I were thou. 

^P d. (Cuittait». In good footh Madge, een fo would I, 
^^Eut no more of this fond talke now, let vs go in, 
And fee thou no more moue me folly to begin. 
Nor bring raee no mo letters for no mans pleafure, 

But thou know from whom. 

jtt, JttumbL I warrant ye (hall be fure. 
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Actus, ij. Scsena. j. 

Pcfainet jBoughlit- 

p. Pougl). ^m^^^OR Here is the houfe I goe 

to, liefore or behinde? 
I know not where nor 

when nor liow I flial 

it finde. 
I If I had ten mens bodies 

and legs and ilrength. 
This trotting that I haiie 
roull needes lame me at lengtli. 
And nowe that my mailler is new fet on wowyng, 
I truft. there fiiall none of vs finde lacke of doyng : 
Two paire of flioes a day will nowe be too litle 
To feme me, I mufl trotte to and fro fo mickle. 
Go beare me thys token, carrie rae this letter, 
Nowe this is tlie befl way, nowe that way is better. 
Vp before day firs, I charge yon, an houre or twaine 
Trudge, do me thys melTage, and bring worde quicka 

againe, 

If one miffe but a minute, then his armes and woundes, ; 
I woulde not haue (lacked for ten thoufand poundes. 
Nay fee I befeeche you, if my mofl tniftie page, 
Goe not nowe aboute to hinder my mariage. 
So feruent hotte wowyng, and fo farre from wining, 
I trowe neuer was any creature liuyng, 
With euery woman is he in fome loues pang. 
Then vp to our lute at midnight, twangledome twang. 
Then twang with our fonets, and twang with our du 
And heyhough from our heart, as heauie as leadlumpes: 
Then to our recorder witli toodleloodle poope 
As the howlet out of an yuie bufhe (hould hoope. 
Anontoourgitteme,thrumpledum,thrumpledunithrum^ 
Thrumpledum, thmmpledum, thrum pledum, ihrumple-- 
Of Songs and Balades alfo he is a maker, [dum tliriini. 
And that can he as finely doe as lacke Raker, 
Yea and extempore will he ditics compofe. 
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Foolidie Marftas nere made the like I fuppofe, 

Yet mufl we iing them, as good lluffe I vndertake. 

As for iijch a pen man is well fittyng to make. 

Ah for thefe long nights, heyhow, when will it be day? 

I feaie ere I come ifie will be wowed away. 

Then when aunfwere is made that it may not bee, 

death why commefl tliou not ? by and by (fayth he) 
But then, from his heart to put away forowe, 

He is as farre in with fome newe lone next morowe. 
But in the meane feafon we trudge and we trot. 
From dayfpring to midnyght, I fit not, nor reft not 
And now am I fent to dame Chriftian Cuftance : 
But I feare it will ende with a mocke for paflance. 

1 bring hir a ring, with a token in a cloute, 

And by all geffe, this fame is hit hciufe out of doute. 
I knowe it nowe perfect, I am in my right way, 
—And loe yond the olde nourfe that was wyth vs lafl day. 

T Actus, ij. Scaena. ij. 

JHagf IHumblcttugi. pnbintt ^ong[)tu, 

IR. iBniuliL BiL,~Jit|' U'as nere fo (hoke vp afore 
fmce I was borne, 
That our miflreffe coulde 
not haue chid 1 wold 
haue fwome ; 
And I pray God I die if I ment any harme, 
But for my life time this fliall be to me a charme. 
j0. Ponfli). God you faue and fee nurfe, and howe 
is it with you ? [fuche as thou. 

|B. jKantbl. Mary a great deale the worfe it is foi 
p. pougl). For me ? Why fo ? 
|tt. jitumb. Why wer not thou one of them, fay, 
That fong and playde here with the gentleman laft. 
day ? [him fpoken. 

p. Pnugl). Yes, and he would know if you haue for 
And prayes you to deliuer this ring and token, [brother, 
" j,i*' IBnmbl. Nowe by the token that God tokened 
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I will (leliiier no token one nor other. 

I haue once ben fo fhent for your malfters pleafure, 

As I will not be agayne for all hys treafure. 
ffl. JBangl). He will thank you woman, 
f&.. JUnmhl. I will none of his thanke. ^'.t^ 

|9. pongi). I weene I am a prophete, this geare yrH 
proue blank e : 

But what fliould I home againe without anfwere go? 

It were better go to Rome on my head than fo. 

I will tary here this moneth, but fome of the houfe 

Shall take it of me, and then I care not a loufe. 

But yonder cotnmeth forth a wenche or a ladde, 

If he haue not one Lumbardes louche, my iucke is bad 

Actus, ij. Scaena. iij. 

ianicpcnic. pi. pongi). 3^ibtt %. ^not ^l. 

(iEriipciij). ^^^55^ Am cleane lofl for lacke c 
mery com pan ie, 
e gree not halfe well within, 
our wenches and I, 
They will commaunde like 
millrefles, they will foibyd. 
If they be not ferued, Trupeny mud be chyd. 
Let them be as mery nowe as ye can defire. 
With tumyng of a hande, our mirth lieth in the mire, 
I can not (kill of fuch chaungeable mettle, 
There is nothing with them but in docke out nettle. 

p. pougi). Whether is it better that 1 fpeake to him 

Or he lirll to nie, it is good to call the wurft. [furfl. 

If I beginne firft, he will fmeil all my purpofe, 

Otherwife I (hall not neede any thing to difclofe. 

ScnpCltg. What boy haue we yonder? I will fee 

what he is. [ywip. 

Jtl- powgl). He commeth to me. It is hereabout 

SCrnptnp. Wouldeft thou ought frieiide, that ihoa 

lookefl fo about ? [no, I dout.' 

p. IBougl). Yea, but whether ye can helpe me or 
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feeke to one niiflreffe Cuflance houfe here divellyng. 

Emptnit It is mymillrefTeyefeeketoobyyour telling. 

B. Pougl]. Is there any of that name hcere but fliec? 

SCniiiniic. Not one in all tlie whole towne that I 
knowe pardee. 

jB. Ponglj. A Widowe llie is I trow. 

Ointjlcnie. And what and ihe be ? 

B. Poagl). But enfured to an hufbande. 

S^ntpenie. Yea, fo thinke we. 

p. pottgl). And I dwell with hir hufbande that 
trufleth to be. 

rnptnit. In faith then mufl thou needes be wel- 
come to me, 

vs for acquaintance (hake handes togither, 
1 wjiat ere thou be, heartily welcome hither. 

®ib. Salk. Well Tnipenie neuer but flinging. 

^n. ^lU^^"- Andfrilking? [and whilkyng? 

Sruptnie. Well Tibet and Annot, flill fwingyng 

iSTib. Eath. But ye roile abroade. 

3Ln. ^tnfjire. In the Hreete euere where. 

STrnpetite. Where are ye twaine, in chambers when 
ye mete me there ? 

It come hither fooles, I haue one nowe by the hande, 
lant to hym that muft be our millreffe hufbande, 
Bya him welcome. 

Jin. ^Igfact. To me truly is be welcome. [come. 

Eib. 3a[k. Forfootb and as I may fay, heartily wel- 

ffl. Pottfll). I tliank you miftreffe maides 

Jtlt. ^Isface. I hope we flial better know 

®ib. Salk. And when wil our new mafler come. 

f. Poagh- Shortly I trow. [reforte 

ib. Salk. I would it were to morow : for till lie 
Our raiflrefTe being a Widow hath fmall coraforte, 
And I hearde our nourfe fpeake of an hufbande to day 
Ready for our miflreffe, a riche man and a gay, 
And we fhall go in our frenche hoodes euery day, 
In our filke caffocks {I warrant you) freihe and gay, 
In our tricke ferdegews and billiments of golde, 
Eraue in our futes of chaungc feuen double folde, 
"' (lull ye fee Tibet firs, treade the mofle fo trimmc, 
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Nay, why fayd I treade? ye shall fee hir glide and 

fwimme, 
Not lumperdee clumperdee like our fpaniell Rig. [fig, 

STrnpeng. Mary then prickmedaintie come tofle me a 
Who (hall then know our Tib Talke apace trow ye ? 

%xi. ^l|)face. And why not Annot Alyface as fyne 
as she ? [none ? 

STmpettg. And what had Tom Trupeny, a father or 

^n. ^Igface. Then our prety newe come man will 
looke to be one. [knot. 

SCrttpetig. We foure I truft (hall be a ioily mery 
Shall we fmg a fitte to welcome our friende, Annot ? 

3ltt. ^Igface. Perchaunce he can not fmg. 

B. pottgl). I am at all affayes. [alwayes. 

®ib. STalk. By cocke and the better welcome to vs 

Here tJuy fing, 

A thing very fitte No man for defpite, 

For them that haue witte, By worde or by write 

And are felowes knitte His felowe to twite, 
Seruants in one houfe to bee, But further in honeflie, 

Is fail fail for to fitte. No good tumes entwite, 

And not oft to flitte, Nor olde fores recite. 

Nor varie a whitte. But let all goe quite, 

But louingly to agree. And louingly to agree. 

No man complainyng, After drudgerie, 

Nor other difdayning. When they be werie, 

For loffe or for gainyng, Then to be merie, [free 

But felowes orfriendstobee. To laugh and fmg they be 

No grudge remainyng. With chip and cherie 

No worke refrainyng. Heigh derie derie, 

Nor helpe reflrainyng. Trill on the berie, 

But louingly to agree. And louingly to agree. 

I^inis. 

Sib. STalk. Wyll you now in with vs vnto our mis- 
treife go ? [two. 

p. pougl). I haue firil for my maifler an errand or 
But I haue here from him a token and a ring, [bring. 
They fhall haue mofle thanke of hir that firil doth it 
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^^Kib. eualk. Mary that will I. 

ffimpeng. See and Tibet (nalch not now. 
Sib. Sl^alk. And why may not I fir, get thanks as 
well as you ? £xeal. [you botli. 

I^n. ^tlgtiite. Vet get ye not all. we will go with 
[d ha'ie part of your thanks be ye neuer fo loth. 
; Exeant gnims. 

19- ®ongI). So my handcs are ridde of it : I care 
I for no more. 
may now return home : fo durfl. I not afore. Exeat. 
! 



Actus, ij. Scsena, iiij. 



I 



iC (ttustanic. STibtt. ^nnot IttfiEacc. Eruptng. 
C CnSliiwc*' l^^'flJ^^Ay come forth all three ; 
and come hither pre tie 
inayde : 
Will not fo many forewam- 
ings make you afrayde? 
Sib. SCalk. Yes forfoth. 
ffi. (IiiStaitct. But ail be a runner vp and downe 
Still be a bringer of tidings and tokens to towne. 
Jlib. Stalk. No forloth miflreffe. 
(S.. (ttttStante. Is all your delite and ioy 
In whilkyng and ramping abroade like a Tom boy. 
Sib. Ealk. Forfoth thefe were there too, Annot and 
Trupenie [denie. 

Srmpen"- Yea but ye alone tooke it, ye can not 
3iHnot ^Ie- Yea that ye did. 
STibet. But iff had not, ye iwaine would 
(S,. lEKStanct. You feat calfe ye fliould haue more 
witte, fo ye mould : 
But why fhoulde any of you take fuch things in hande? 
SCibct. Becaufe It cajne from him that rnnH be yonr 
(S,. <S.a»Una. How do ye know that ? Ihulbajid^ 

Sibet. Forfoth the boy did fay fo. Li^^'l^ande. 

dr. (ttixStanct. What was his name ? 
An. 3^lsfacc. We aiked not 
(E. CEniitanrt. No did ? 
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%Xi, ^Itface. He is not farre gone of likelyhod. 

STrupen^. I will fee. [bring him to me. 

ffl. CtttjStance. If thou canft finde him in the flreete 

STrupente. Yes. Exeat. 

ffl. fl^ttjStatice. Well ye naughty girles, if euer I perceiue 
That henceforth you do letters or tokens receiue, 
To bring vnto me from any perfon or place, 
Except ye firfl fliewe me the partie face to face, 
Eyther thou or thou, full traly abye thou flialt. 

S^ibet. Pardon this, and the next tyme pouder me 
in fait. [to beware. 

®. (S^ttjejtancc. I fhall make all girles by you twaine 

S^ibet. If euer I offende againe do not me fpare. 
But if euer I fee that falfe boy any more 
By your miflreOiyps licence I tell you afore 
I will rather haue my cote twentie times f winged. 
Than on the naughtie wag not to be auenged. 

ffl. (EttjEjlance. Good wenches would not fo rampe 
abrode ydelly, 
But keepe within doores, and plie their work eameflly, 
If one would fpeake with me that is a man likely, 
Ye Ihall haue right good thanke to bring me worde 
But otherwyfe with meffages to come in poil [quickly. 
From henceforth I promife you, fhall be to your cofl. 
Get you in to your work. 

®ib. ^tt. Yes forfoth. 

ffl. fflttjstaitce. Hence both twaine. 
And let me fee you play me fuch a part againe. 

Sntpeng. Maiflreffe, I haue runne pail the farre 
ende of the flreete, 
Yet can I not yonder craftie boy fee nor meete. 

d. ©ttjstattce. No ? 

STrupeng. Yet I looked as farre beyonde the people. 
As one may fee out of the toppe of Paules fleeple. 

fl^. fl^ttjstattce. Hence in at doores, and let me no 
more be vext. [the next. 

Sfrnpetig. Forgeue me this one fault, and lay on for 

fl^. fl^ttjstance. Now will I in too, for I thinke fo God 
me mende, 
This will proue fome foolifhe matter in the ende. Exeat, 
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Actus. [i]ij. Scsena. j. 

|Hat!jeme JlltnigrMlie. 

jll. ^tx^. {MUB^gHBBII Owe fay thys agame : 
he hath fomewhat 
to dooing 
Wliich followetli the 
trace of one that 
is wowing, 
Specially that hath no 
more wit in his 
hectde, 
Than my coufin Roifler Uoilter withall is ledde. 
I am fcnt in all haAe to efjjie and to marke 
How our letters and tokens are likely to warke. 
Maifter Roifter Dolfter muil haue aunfwere in hafle 
For he loueth not to fpende much labour in wafle. 
Nowe as for Chritlian Cullance by this light, 
Though (he had not hir trouthtoGawinGoodluck plight, 
Yet rather than with fuch a loutithe dolte to marie, 
I dare fay woulde lyue a poore lyfe folitarie, 
Gut fayne would I fpeake with Cuftance if I wifl how 
To laugii at the matter, yond commelii one fordi now. 

Actus, iij. Scsena. ij. 

Etbtt ^. |tterjjgmli(. Gllinsstian fflwtance. 

|:3ib. Ealh. R5^^^^ ^^''- ^ ™igf^' but once in 
my lire haue a fight 
II Of him that made vs all fo 

yll (hent by this light, 
' He (hould neuer efcapc if I 
had liim by the eare, 
It euen from his head, I would it bite or teare. 
& and if one of them were not inowe, 
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I would bite them both off, I make God auow. 
|tt. Jtterg. What is he, whome this Uttle moufe 

doth fo threaten ? 
Sib. STalh. I woulde teache him I trow, to make 

girles flient or beaten. 
|tt. Jtterg. I will call hir : Maide with whome are 
ye fo haflie ? [paflie, 

Sib. Salk. Not with you fir, but with a little wag- 
A deceiuer of folkes, by fubtill craft and guile. 
|tt. Ifterg. I knowe where (he is : Dobinet hath 
wrought fome wile. [fayd was fent 

Sib. Salh. He brought a ring and token which he 
From our dames hufbande, but I wot well I was fhent : 
For it liked hir as well to tell you no lies. 
As water in hir (hyppe, or fait cafl in hir eies : 
And yet whence it came neyther we nor (he can tell. 
|tt. Jfterg. We (hall hauc fport anone : I like this 
very well 
And dwell ye herewith miftrelfe Cudance faire maide? 
Sib. Salk. Yea mary doe I fir : what would ye haue 

feyd? 
|tt. |tterg. A little meffage vnto hir by worde ol 
mouth. [forfoth. 

Sib. Salk. No me(fages by your leaue, nor tokens 

St. Jtterp. Then help me to fpeke with hir. 
ibet With a good wil that. 
Here (he commeth forth. Nowfpeake ye know bed what. 
ffl. fflttjStattce. None other life with you maide, but 

abrode to (kip ? [your mi(lref(hip. 

Sib. Salk. Forfoth here is one would fpeake with 
fl^. fflttjstattce. Ah, haue ye ben learning of mo mes- 

fages now? 
Sib. Salk. I would not heare his minde, but bad 

him (hewe it to you. 
d. fl^ttjstatice. In at dores. 

Sib. Salk. I am gon. Ex, 

|tt. Jtterg. Dame Cudance god ye faue. 
Si. €)ttjstance. Welcome friend Merygreeke : and 

what thing wold ye haue ? [break e. 

|tt. Itterg. I am come to you a little matter to 
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ff. Cirttftiitt But fee it be honefl, elfe better not to 
fpeake. [of late ? 

JH.JRtrB. Howe feele ye your felfe affected here 

5l. ^nstAiiH. I (eele no maner chaunge but after 

Lit wherby do ye meane ? [the o!dc rate. 

|tt. Jltttrg. Concerning mariage. 
Doth not loue lade you ? 

d. diiKtantt. I feele no fuch cartage. 

fH. JEtrj. Doe ye feele no pangues of dotage ? 
aunfwere me right. [the night 

C (tt«Btanct. I dote fo, that I make but one fleepe all 
But what neede all thefe wordes ? 

|tt. jtttrs- Oh lefus, will ye fee 
What diflemblyng creatures thefe fame women be ? 

Khe gentleman ye wgte of, whome ye doe fo loue, 
hat ye woulde fayne marrie him, yf ye durft it moue, 
Emong other riche widowes, which are of him glad, 
IjcII ye for lefmg of him perchaunce might nmne nwid, 
Is nowe contented that vpon your fute making, 
Ye be as one in election of taking. 

ffl. (Qinstanrc, What a tale is ihis? that I wote of? 

whorae I loue ? 
*|tt. Itttqi. Yea and he is as louing a worme againc 
as a doue, 

Een of very pitie he is willyng you to take, 
Bicaufe ye Ihal! not deftroy your felfe for his fake. 

d. daet^nrt. Mary God yelde his mafliyp what euer 
It is gentmanly fpoken. [he be, 

|fl. JHtrg. Is it not trowe ye ? 
If ye haue the grace now lo offer your felf, ye fpeede. 
d. Cufltante. As muche as though I did, this time 
it fliall not neede, 
But what gentraan is it, I pray you tell me plaine 
That woweth fo finely ? ' 

|E. JIBtrg. Lo where ye be againc, 
As thovigh ye knewe him not. 
C eiQStantr. Tulh ye fpeake in ieft. 
p.. Itttrs- Nay fure, the partie is in good knackina 
earned. 
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And haue you he will (he layth) and haue you he mud. 

fl^. ^^ujejtance. I am promifedduryng my life, that is iuil. 

|tt. Ifterg. Mary fo thinketh he, vnto him alone. 

5c. CTttiejtance. No creature hath my faith and trouth 
but one, 
That is Gawin Goodlucke : and if it be not hee, 
He hath no title this way what euer he be. 
Nor I know none to whome I haue fuch worde fpoken. 

|tt. jEets. Ye knowe him not you by his letter and 
token. 

C fl^ujstance. In dede true it is, that a letter I haue, 
But I neuer reade it yet as God me faue. 

|tt. Jfterj. Ye a woman ? and your letter fo long 
vnredde. 

©. €^U)Stance. Ye may therby know what hafl I haue 
to wedde. 
But now who it is, for my hande I knowe by gefTe. 

|tt. Itters- Ah well I fey. 

C. ^ttjJtattce. It is Roifler Doifler doubtleffe. 

|tt. Itterg. Will ye neuer leaue this diflimulation ? 
Ye know hym not. 

(!I. (S^uiejtance. But by imagination, 
For no man there is but a very dolt and loute • 
That to wowe a Widowe woulde fo go about. 
He fhall neuer haue me hys wife while he doe liue. 

|tt. |net|2- Then will he haue you if he may, fo 
mote I thriue, 
And he biddeth you fende him worde by me. 
That ye humbly befeech him, ye may his wife be, 
And that there Ihall be no let in you nor miflrufl, 
But to be wedded on funday next if he lull, 
And biddeth you to looke for him. 

(!I. fflttjstance. Doth he byd fo ? 

|tt. Jtterg. When he commeth, aike hym whether 
he did or no ? 

ffl. fflttjstattce. Goe fay, that I bid him keepe him 
warme at home 
For if he come abroade, he fhall cough me a mome. 
My mynde was vexed, I Ihrew his head fottifli dolt. 

|n. Jfterg. He hath in his head. 
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(J- (Kuslanrt, As much braine as a biirbolt. 

|tt. ittiirg- Well dame Cuilance, if he heare yoii thus 

C (ttustAncf. What will he P [play choploge. 

|ft. JttiCg. Play the deuill in the horologe, 

(£. (Jnstantt. 1 defye him loiitc. 

Jll. Jttttg. Shall I Lei! hym what ye fay ? 

ffl. fflttStante. Yea and adde what fo euer thou caiifl, 
I thee pray, 
And I will auouche it what fo euer it bee. 

|tt. Itterp. Then let me alone we will laugh well 
ye (hall fee. 
It will not be long ere he will hither reforte. 

(£. ffluKtaitCt. Let hym come when hym lull, I wiflie 
no better fport. 
Fare ye well, I will in, and read my great letter. 
1 fiiall to my wower make anfwere the better. Exeat. 



Actus, iij. Scsena. iij. 

jttatl)cn) Ittecsgreckt. ^tster pointer. 



I 



fH. ^fCQ. Ej^^HOwe that the whole anfwere 
in my deuife doth reft, 
I ihall paint out our wower 
in colours of the bed. 
' And all that I fay Ihall be Wfcj 
Cuflances mouth, ^^ 

She is author of all that I (ball fpeake forfoth. " 

But yond commeth Roifler Doider nowe in a traunce. 
Jt. IRojSttr, luiw fende me iliis day good lucke and 



I can not but come fee how Merygreeke doth fpeede. 

HI 1 crie your maflerihyp mercie, [in deede. 

Bl iK. Itajieter. And whither now ? [you. 

■II |B. I^erii. As failasl could ranne fir in pode agaiuft. 

I But why fpeake ye fo faintly, or why arc ye fo fad? ^^ 
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JR. Soijjrter. Thou knowefl the prouerbe, bycaufe I 
can not -be had. 
I^afl thou Ipoken with this woman ? 

ftt. |%tcs. Yea that I haue. 

|R. ^ojjJter. And what -will this geare be ? 

ftt. |tter|). No fo God me faue. 

|R. ^o|)j$ter. Hafl thou a flat anfwer ? 

' \. Jftterp. Nay a fliarp anfwer. 
I. IRosjJter. What [hir cat. 

JR. jtterg. Ye (hall not (fhe fayth) by hir will marry 
Ye are fuch a calfe, fuch an affe, fuch a blocke, 
Such a lilbume, fuch a hoball, fuch a lobcocke, 
And bicaufe ye flioulde come to hir at no feafon, 
She defpifed your mafhip out of all reafon. 
Bawawe what ye fay (ko I) of fuch a ientman, 
Nay I teare him not (ko fhe) doe the befl he can. 
He vaunteth him felfe for a man of proweffe greate, 
Where as a good gander I dare fay may him beale. 
And where he is louted and laughed to (kome, 
For the verieil dolte that euer was borne, 
And veriefl lubber, flouen and beafl, 
Lining in this worlde from the wefl to the eafl : 
Yet of himfelfe hath he fuche opinion. 
That in all the worlde is not the like minion. 
He thinketh eche woman to be brought in dotage 
With the onely fight of his goodly perfonage : [flocke. 
Yet none that will haue hym : we do hym loute and 
And make him among vs, our common fporting flocke, 
And fo would I now (ko fhe) faue onely bicaufe, 
Better nay (ko I) I lufl not medle with dawes. 
Ye are happy (ko I) that ye are a woman, 
This would cofl you your life in cafe ye were a man. 

Jl. JSopjJter. Yea an hundred thoufand pound fhould 
not faue hir life. [your wife, 

Jtt. Ifierp. No but that ye wowe hir to haue hir to 
But I coulde not floppe hir mouth. 

^. ISop^tet. Heigh how alas, 

|E. Jlleqj. Be of good cheere man, and let the 
worlde naflfe. [not bee. 

5R. |5ofis(ter. What fhail I doe or lay nowe that it will 
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[f&.. iTIerp. Ye fliall haue choife of a thoufande as 
gcxxi as fhee, 
nd ye mua pardon hir. it is for lacke of wilie. 
TB^ SogSUr. Yea, for were not I an hiill>ande for 
'ell what fhould I now doe? (hirfitteT _ 

ilEl. iHtrp. In faith I can not telL 
E. JKoDster. I will go home and die. 
fO.. i^atm. Then (hall I bidde toll the bell? 
IK. leogsUr. No. 

JM, JCteiS- God haue niercie on your fouIe,d)gi 
gentleman. 
That er ye fhtild th[u]s dye for an vnkinde woman. 
Will ye drinke once ere ye goe. 
?L 3KoiStet. No, no, I will none. 
$&. f&trQ. How feeie your foule to God! 
Jt. JtoiSttr. I am nigh gone. 
fltt. ilHerg. And (hall we hence rtreight ?■ 
&. KcjjSttr. Yea. 

fBi. fELtTO. r/aabodilexi. ^^'^Mf,^^ 

Maifter Doiiler Doiiler will areight go home and ^-'^ 
3K- ^oBStcc. Heigh how, alas, the pangs of h ^^• 
my hearte do breake. ^^t^ 

jpa. feLtxS- Holde your peace for (Jianie fir 

man may not fpeake. • 5 'Jeg.H 

JiJe^uanda : What mourners and what lorc]i«, i^^Ur^^ 

«. ^Bogsttr. None. '^ lhal\ ^ ^ 

^. iaerH. Dirigc. He will go darklvn„ ^Sr^,. ^ 

J\regu€, /ux. ntqiie a-UM, neqtu: ■nvi\xm.^x% „ ' S tn r^ 

ill fteale to heauen, vnltnowing to p''"' ^Ui 



j4 porta in/eri, who (hall your 






. KoBSter- Thou (halt be mv fert J 

g. ReqiliflH 
vour malletihyp, *»o\v r» 



more ana lelle. >'r. ^^^ 



And I wUl crie halfepenic doa], r 'eWB,^ 

Come forth fa, l)eare the Joi.,, '» you, „ "'*■ 

I Ihall you tell. *" ncx;' "Orlhy. ■ 

Our good ma.rte, here will, ""^S "VP- ■ 

vs dwell, "O lQn„ _ 

^ . „ ''^'^ With i^'T"''" 
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But in fpite of Cuftance, which hath hym weried, 
Let vs fee his malhyp folemnely buried. 
And while fome piece of his foule is yet hym within, 
Some part of his funeralls let vs here begin. [man, 
Audiui vocem. All men take heede by this one gentle- 
Howe you fette your loue vpon an vnkinde woman. 
For thefe women be all fuch madde pieuilhe eliies, 
They will not be wonne except it pleafe them felues. 
But in idLjXh Cuflance if euer ye come in hell, 
Maifler Roifler Doifler fhall feme you as well. 
And will ye needes go from vs thus in very deede ? 

%' JRogjiter. Yea in good fadneffe ? 

|E. |tterg. Now lefus Chrift be your fpeede. 
•Good night Roger olde knaue, farewell Roger olde 

knaue, 
Good night Roger olde knaue, knaue knap, vt infra* 
Pray for the late rnaifler Roifler Doiflers foule, 
And come forth parifh Clarke, let the paffmg bell toll. 
Pray for your mayfler firs, and for Adsentosmi- 

hym ring a peale. ^^"• 

He was your right good maifler while he was in heale. 
Qui Lazaruw, 

%, ^ogjiter. Heigh how. 

|E. Ifterg. Dead men go not fo fafl 
/;/ Paradifum, 

JR. ^opjiter. Heihow. 

ftt. 0lerg. Soft, heare what I haue cafl 

It. ^opjE^ter. I will heare nothing, I am pafl. 

|E. Itter^. Whough, wellaway. 
Ye may tarie one houre, and heare what I fhall lay, 
Ye were befl fir for a while to reuiue againe, 
And quite them er ye go. 

JR. Jlogjiter. Trowefl thou fo ? 

fft. fter^. Ye plain. 

JR. ^o^jE^ter. How may I reuiue being nowe fo farre 
paft? 

|E. |fttt2^. I will rubbe your temples, and fette you 
againe at lafl. 

JR. flogjster. It will not be pofiible. 

• Seep. 88. 
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Jtt. Jttttj. Yes for twentie pounde. 

JK- Jtogster. Arraes what dofl, thou ? 

^ |%tr^. Fet you again out of your found 
By this croiTe ye were nigh gone in deede, I miglil fecle 
Your foule departing within an inche of your heele. 
Now folow my counfell. 

^. |Roa«Ur. What is it ? 

la. itttrj. If I wer you, 
Cuflance ihould eft feeke to me 

%. JlosSUt. Well, as tiiou s 
will I doe. 

JH. IttcrjJ. Then (hall ye reuiue againe for an houre 

St. ^oaattr. As thou wilt I ain content for a little 

fpace. 
HI. |ttH3I- Good happc is not haflie : yet in fpace 
com[e]th grace, 
To fpeake with Cuflance your felfe fhoulde be very 

well. 
What good therof may come, nor I, nor you can tell. 
But now Che matter ftandeth vpon your manage, 
Ye mud now take vnto you a luilie courage. 
Ye may not fpeake with a faint heart to Cuflance, 
But with a lully bread and countenance. 
That (he may knowe flie hath to anfwere to a man. 
%. S^assttr. Yes I can do that as well as any can. 
ftt. fi.tr^. Then bicaufe ye mull Cuflance face to 
face wowe, 
Let vs fee how to behaue your felfe ye can doe. 
Ye mud haue a portely bragge after your eflate. 
3R. ?loi»ttr. Tuihe, I can handle that after the bed 

jtt. Ittcrj. Well done, fo loe, vp man wilh your 
head and chin, 
Vp with that fnoute man : fo toe, nowe ye begin, 
So, that is fomewhat like, but prankie cote, nay whan, 
That is a luftie brute, handes vnder your fide man : 
So loe, now is it euen as it Ihould bee. 
That is fomewhat like, for a man of your degree, 
KThen muft ye (lately goe, ietting v^ a.'^i id-jTRt, 
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Tut, can ye no better (hake the taile of your gowne ? 
There loe, fuche a luflie bragge it is ye mufl make. 
JR. ^ogjiter. To come behind, and make curtfie, 

thou mufl fom pains take. * 

|tt. ffLtCQ' Elfe were I much to blame, I thanke 
your maflerfhyp. 
The lorde one day all to begrime you with worfhyp, 
Backe fir lauce, let gentlefolkes haue elbowe roome, 
Voyde firs, fee ye not mailler Roiller Doifler come ? 
Make place my maiilers. 
y. ^ogjstcr. Thou iuftlefl nowe to nigh. 
Jllerp. Back al rude loutes. 
I. llogjster. Tu(h. 
|E. |fterp. I crie your mafhip mercy 
Hoighdagh, if faire fine mifirefleCuftancefawe you now, 
Ralph Royller Doifler were hir owne I warrant you. 
^. |Sop)$ter. Neare an M by your girdle ? 
|E. |fttt^* Your good maflerfhyps 
Maiflerfhyp, were hir owne Miflrefhyps miflrefh)rps, 
Ye were take vp for haukes, ye were gone, ye were gone. 
But now one other thing more yet I thinke vpon. 
|K. JKogjster. Shewe what it is. 
Jtt. Itttrfi. A wower be he neuer fo poore 
Mufl play and fing before his beflbeloues doore. 
How much more th^n you ? 
""^ I^Ogi^t^. Thou fpeakefl wel out of dout 

|)(K,^tttS. And perchaunce that woulde make hir 

thetooner come out. 
JR. ^S)$ter. Goe call my Mufitians, bydde them 

high ajjg^e. 
Jtt. ^er5^"Is^yll be here with them ere ye can fay 
trey ace. Exeat. 

?R. IKrOyjStcr. This was well fayde of Meiygreeke, I 
lowe hys wit, 
Before my fweete hearts dore we will haue a tit. 
That if my loue come forth, that I may with hir talke, 
I doubt not but this geare fhall on my fide walke. 
But lo, how well Merygreeke is returned fence. 
fH, fBitx^, There hath grown uo graffe on my heele 
fince I went hence. 
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here haue I brought that [hall malte you paflance. 
[ H- Jtopsttr. Come firs let vs fing to winne my deare 
loue Cuflance. 



' itt- JHtrjj. Lo wherf; (he conimeth, fome counten- 

aunce to hir make 
|lnd ye fliall heare me be plaine with hir for your fake. 



Actus, iij. Sc^na. iiij. 

•H^njitanct. ISersQrecke. Jloifitct Poisttr. 

> (!I. CnStanct. I^^S^HHat gaudyng and foolyng is 

T this afore my doore ? 

I jB. jttrcj). May not folks 

be honefl, pray you, 

though they be pore ? 

, C fflujllaiiCE. As that thing may be true, fo rich 

folks may be fooles, 

St. |Ro]JStct. Hir taike is as fine as (he had learned 

in fchooles. 
jtt- Itterj- Looke partly towarde hirj and drawe a 

little nere. 
<K. (instance. Get ye home idle folkes. 
f&.. JttrrH- Why may not we be here ? 
Nay and ye will haze, haze: otherwife I tell you plaine. 
And ye will not haze, then giue vs our geare againe. 
d. dnstaiue. In deede I haue of yours much gay 

things God faue all. 
y. 3K(i2!*''f- Speake gently vuto hir, and lei liir 

take all. 
|il- iStrg. Ve are to tender hearted: Ihall flie make 
vs dawes ? [caufe. 

Nay dame, I will be plaine with you in my friends 
%.. popster. Let all this pafie fweete heart and ac- 
cept my feruice. 
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C (iTttjKtance. I will not be ferued with a foole in 
no wife, 
When 1 choofe an hulbande I hope to take a man. 
|tt. |Het|). And where will ye finde one which can 
doe that he can ? 
Now thys man towarde you being fo kinde, [minde. 
You not to make him an anfwere fomewhat to his 
ffl. dtti^tance, I fent him a full anfwere by you dyd 

I not? 
fi,. ittet]). And I reported it. 
&. Cttjitance. Nay I mufl fpeake it againe. 
JR. |Elo])jKter. No no, he tolde it all. 
'";.jpttet|i. Was I not metely plaine? 
Jogjiter. Yes. 
;. |Eet]). But 1 would not tell all, for faith if I had 
With you dame Cuftance ere this houre it had been 

bad, 
And not without caufe : for this goodly perfonage, 
Ment no lefle than to ioyne with you in manage. 
d. ®tt)$tance. Let him wall no more labour nor fute 
about me. [lieth I fee, 

|E. |tterg. Ye know not where your preferment 
He fending you fuch a token, ring and letter. 
ff. Cttjitante. Mary here it is, ye neuer fawe a better. 
|tt. |Set]). Let vs fee your letter. 
S. (!rn)$tance. Holde, reade it if ye can. 
And fee what letter it is to winne a woman. 

|E. itttrg. To mine owne deare coney birde, fwete 
heart, and pigfny 
Good Miflrefle Cuftance prefent thefe by and by, 
Of this fuperfcription do ye blame the ftile ? 

ffl. (!Dn)$ta;nce. With the reft as good ftuffe as ye 

redde a great while. 
Jtt- Jtt^rg* Sweete miftreffe where as I loue you 
nothing at all. 
Regarding your fubftance and richeife chiefe of all. 
For your perfonage, beautie, demeanour and wit, 
1 commende me vnto you neuer a whit. 
Sorie to heare report of your good welfare. 
l''or (as 1 heare fay) fuche your conditions are. 
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^^^lat ye be worthie fauour of no liuiDg man. 
To be abhorred of euery honefl man. 
To be taken for a woman enclined to vice. 
Nothing at all to Vertue gyuing hir due price. 
Wherfore concerning manage, ye are thought 
Suche a fine Paragon, as nere honefl man bouglit. 
And nowe by thefe prefentes I do you aduertife 
That 1 am minded to marrie you in no wife. 
For your goodes and fubflaiice, I coulde bee content 
To take you as ye are. If ye mynde lo bee my wyfe, 
Ye Ihal! be afTured for the tyme of my lyfe, 
I will keepe ye ryght well, from good rayment and fare. 
Ye (hall not be kepte but in forowe and care. 
Ye fliall in no wyfe lyue at your owne libertie. 
Doe and fay what ye luft, ye fhall neuer pleafe me, 
But when ye are mery, I will be all fadde, 
Wlien ye are foty, I will be very gladde. 
When ye feeke your heartes eafe, I will be vnkinde, 
At no tyme, in me fhall ye muche gentlenelVe finde. 
But all things contrary to your will and rainde. 
Shall be done: otherwife I wyll not be behinde 
Tofpeake. Andasforallthem that woulde do yoii wrong 
I will fo heipe and mainteyne, ye (hall not lyue long. 
Nor any foolithe dolte, (IiliII cumbre you but I. 
1, who ere fay nay, uyll (licke by you tyll 1 die. 
Thus good miflrefie Cuflance, tbe lorde you faue and 

kepe, 
From me Roiller Doifler, whether I wake or flepe. 
Who fauoureth you no lelTe, (ye may be bolde) 
Tlian this letter purporteth, which ye haue vnfolde. 

Ct. (Instance. Howe by this letter of loue ? is it rot 
fine ? [myne. 

%. JKoijSUr. By the armes of Caleys it is none of 

jtt. jftttrji. Fie you are fowle to blame this is your 
owne hand. 

ffl. mnstantt. Might not a woman be proude of 
fuch an hufbande ? 

ffl. ^fltrs. Ah that ye would in a letter flicw fuch 

Bdefpite. 
Sp. ^ojjjttr. Oh I would I IiaH hyir * '-irh 

did it endite. 
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|tt. fS^vcQ. Why ye made it your felfe ye tolde n 

by this light. 
'§.. ptogjstec. Yea I ment I wrote it myne owne feU 

yellernight 
(C- CTnStance. Ywis fir, I would not haue Tent ytn 

fucli a mocke. 
K. JlojiStcr. Ye may fo take it, but 1 ment i 

by cocke. 
|tt. Ilttttji. Who can blame this woman to fum«^ 
and frette and rage ? 
Tilt, tut, your felfe nowe haue marde your own 

age. 
Well, yet miftreffe Cuflance, if ye can this ren: 
This gentleman other wife may your iotie requitle. 
d- fltiwtaiict. No God be with you both, and feeke 
no more to me. Exeat. 

^. IRojiattr. Wough, (he is gone fov euer, I ftiall hfej 
no more fee. 4 

JIl. Jtttrs- ^^'li'^t weepe? fye for (hame, and blubfl 
ber? for manhods fake, fl 

Neuer lette your foe fo muche pleafure of yon take. I 
Rather play the mans parte, and doe loue refraine. I 
If flie delpife you een defpife ye hir againe. ■ 

Jl. ^OBJltfr. By golTe and for thy fake I (lefye liM 

|tt. Jttttj). Yea and perchaunce that way ye fhalM 

much fooner fpeede, ■ 

For one madde propretie thefe women haue in fey, fl 

When ye will, they will not: Will not ye, then will theviM 

Ah foolifhe woman, ah mofte vnluckie Cuflance, ■ 

Ah vnfortunate woman, ah pieuifhe Cuflance, I 

Art thou to thine harmes fo obflinaiely bent, I 

That thou canfl not fee where lietli thine high preferJ 

ment ? [well M 

Canfl thou not lub dis man, whidi coulde lub tiee f^B 

Art thou fo much tliine own foe. fl 

|l. JtoBSttr. Thou doft the truth telL H 

ffl. ftttrs- Wei I lament. ^k 

%. ^osster. So do I. ^^^H 

jtt-iStrjj. AMicrfor? ^^^^H 
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^H %. Poasttr. For this thing 

^^^^icaufe (he is gone. 

^^B |Tt. jtter^. I moume for an other tiling. 

^^H 1^- ^oQStcr What is it Merygreeke, whcrfure thou 

^H^ dod griefe take ? 

^. Jfier]). That I am not a woman myrelfe for your 
fake, 
I would haue you my felfe, and a (Irawe for yond Gill, 

•And mocke much of you though it were againft my 
.•ill. 
I would not I warrant you, fall m fuch a rage. 
As ib to refufe fuche a goodly perfonage. [greeke. 

J8. popster. In faith I heartily thanke th-je Mery- 

f. fftetJJ. And I were a woman. 
^OSflttr. Thou wouldert to me feeke. [bee. 

ffl. Ittttg. For though 1% it, a goodly peribn ye 
%. IKoBBter. No, no. 

f. JtttriJ. Yes a goodly man as ere 1 dyd fee. 
^Ojjsttr. No, I am a poore homely man as God 

|B. Itttt]}. By the faith that I owe to God fir, but 
ye bee. 
IVoulde I might for your fake, fpende a thoufaude 
pound land, 

51- JtopBler. I dare fay thou wouldell haue me to 
thy hufbande. 

jftt. itterj). Yea : And I were the fairea lady in the 
flu ere. 
And knewe you as I know you, and fee you nowe here. 
Well I fay no more, 

JU, IBoBBter, Gramercies with all my hart. 

itt. iHtrB- But fincc that can not be, will ye play a 

%. |logj(ler. How (hould I ? [wife parte ? 

Jtt. ^trs^. Eefraine from Cuilance a while now. 
And I warrant hir fooiie right glad to feeke to you. 
Ye fhall fee hir anon come on hir knees creeping. 
And pray you to be good to hir lalte teares weeping. 

Jl. ^Ojistcr. But what and (he come not P 

SB., iiltrg. In faith then farewel (he. 

' elfe il ye be ivroth. ye may auenged be. 



I 
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JR. Ilogjiter. By cocks precious potflicke, and een 
fo I fhall. 
I wyll vtterly deftroy hir, and houfe and all, 
But I woulde be auenged in the meane fpace, 
On that vile fcribler, that did my wowyng difgrace. 
|E. |ftet5. Scribler (ko you) in deede he is worthy 
no leffe. 
I will call h3rm to you, and ye bidde mt doubtlefle. 

|t. |Ro||jtter. Yes, for although he had; as many Hues, 
As a tJioufande widowes, and a thoufande wiues, 
As a thoufande lyons, and a thouiand rattes, 
A thoufande wolues, and a thoufande cattes, 
A thoufande buUes, and a thoufande calues, 
And a thoufande legions diuided in halues, 
He fhall neuer fcape death on my fwordes point, 
Though I fhoulde be torne therfore ioynt by ioynt. 
fH. Ifterg. Nay, if ye will kyll him, I will not fette 
him, 
I will not in fo muche extremitie fette him, 
He may yet amende fir, and be an honefl man, 
Therfore pardon him good foule, as muche as ye can. 
|K,. |K,0Bj5ter. Well, for thy fake, this once with his 
lyfe he fhall pafle. 
But I wyll hewe hym all to pieces by the Maffe. 
|E. fBitt^. Nay fayth ye fhall promife that he fhall 
no harme haue, 
Elfe I will not fet him. 

JK. ^O^jE^ter. I fhall fo God me faue. 
But I may chide him a good. 

- f^^V^' Yea that do hardely. 
t. yogjster. Go then. 
|tt. |fters* I retiuue, and bring him to you by and 
by. Ex. 
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Actus, iij. Scsena. v. 

Ifloisttr Roister, ^atljcwt IHcrjgwtkt. ^criutiwr. 

|K.. J^ojisttr. !S^^SS|H^t '^ ^ gentleman but his 
n| worde and his promife ? 
]i Imuftnowefatiethisvilaines 

lyfe in any wife, 
* Ami yet at hyni already ray 
handes doe tickle, 
I (hall vneth holde them, they wyll be fo fickle. 
Sut lo and Merygreeke haue not brought him fens ? 
fS.. |1|ttrs. Nay I woulde I had of my purfe payde 

fortie pens. 
JStrintntr. So woulde I too : but it needed not that 

Ilounde, 
|tt. Jfieri;. But the ientraan had rather fpent flue 
thoufande pounde, 
For it difgraced him at lead fiue tymes fo muche. 
Jicrintner. He difgraced hym felfe, his loutiftineffe 
is fuche. 

»5K- JloDjdtr. Howe long they flande prating? Why 
comfi thou not away ? 
|tt. |tttrji. Come nowe to hymfelfe, and hearke what 
he will fay, 
^crtuentlT- I am not afrayde in his prefence to ap- 

ja. |lO!)SUt. Arte tliou come felow? 

j&criutntr. How thinka you ? am I not here ? 

JE. ^OjJStcr. ^Vhat hindrance hafl thou done me, 

and what villanie? 
j&triliniet. It hath come of thy felfe, if thou haft 

had any. 
"§.. 3Rou»ter. All the ftocke thou comell of later or 

From thy fyrfl fathers grandfathers fathers father, 

^.Nor all that [hall come of thee to the worldes endc, 

Though to three fcore generations they defcende. 
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Can be able to make me a itifl recompenfe. 
For Lhis trefpafle of thine and this one offtnfe. 
Striutntr. Wherin? 
Jl. JBoBBter. Did not you make me a letter brother!'' 
^rrtutntc. Pay the hke hire, I will make you fucfc 

an other. 
St. ^Kopjtttr. Nay fee and thefe whoorefon Pharj^t^ 
and Scribes 
Doe not get their linyng by polling and bribes. 
If it were not for fhanie. 
^crinentr. Nay holde thy hands (till. 
JR. Itttrg. Why did ye not promife that j'C woiild 

not him fpill? 
^nintntr. Let him not fpare me. 
jt- ptojiistet. Why wilt thou ftrike me again ? 
^cnntntc. Ye (hall haiie as good as ye bring of weM 

that is plain e. 

J19. Jtttrg. I can not blame him fir, though yoi 

blowes wold him greue. 

For he knoweth prefent death to enfue of all ye geue. 

JK. |[tos»ttt Well, tills man for once hath purchafed 

thy pardon. [Boi- 

^crttltntr. And what £ay ye to me ? or clfe I will be 

JR. ^0]j?ttt. I £iy the letter thou madefl me was 

not good. 
^crintHtt. Then did ye wrong copy it of likelyhood. 
3K- JSoHSttr. Yes, out of thy copyworde forworde 1 
wrote. [wote, 

^ccinincr. Then was it as ye prayed to haue it I 
But in reading and pointyng there was made fome faulte. 
^. ^onSttr. I wote not, but it made all my malter 

to haulte. 
Jfenriuenet. Howe lay you, is this mine originall or 
no ? [mote I go. 

Jl- 5Roj3fittr. The felfe fame that I wrote out of, fo 
JBcrintntr. Loke you on your owne fift, and 1 will 
looke on this. 
And let this man be ludge whether J reade amlffe. 
To myne owne dere coney birde, fweete heart, and 
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Good miflrefTe Cuflance, prefent thefe by and by. 
How now ? doth not this fuperfcription agree ? 
Jl. IRogjSter. Reade that is within, and there ye (hall 

the fault fee. 
^crinener. Sweete miflreffe, where as I loue you, 

nothing at all 
Regarding your richeffe and fubflance : chiefe of all 
For your perfonage, beautie, demeanour and witte 
I commende me vnto you : Neuer a whitte 
Sory to heare reporte of your good welfare. 
For (as I heare fay) fuche your conditions are, 
That ye be worthie fauour : Of no liuing man 
To be abhorred : of euery honefl man 
To be taken for a woman enclined to vice 
Nothing at all : to vertue giuing hir due price. 
Wherfore concerning manage, ye are thought 
Suche a fine Paragon, as nere honefl man bought. 
And nowe by thefe prefents I doe you aduertife, 
That I am minded to marrie you : In no wyfe 
For your goodes and fubflance : I can be content 
To take you as you are : yf ye will be my wife. 
Ye fhall be affured fpr the time of my life, 
I wyll keepe you right well : from good raiment and fare. 
Ye fhall not be kept : but in forowe and care 
Ye fhall in no wyfe lyue : at your owne libertie, 
Doe and fay what ye lufl : ye fhall neuer pleafe me 
But when ye are merrie : I will bee all fadde 
When ye are forie : I wyll be very gladde 
When ye feeke your heartes eafe : I will be vnkinde 
At no time : in me fhall ye muche gentleneffe finde. 
But all things contrary to your will and minde 
Shall be done otherwife : I wyll not be behynde 
To fpeake : And as for all they that woulde do you wrong, 
(I wyll fo helpe and maintayne ye) fhall not lyue long. 
Nor any foolifhe dolte fhall cumber you, but I, 
I, who ere fay nay, wyll flicke by you tyll I die. 
Thus good miflrefTe Cuflance, the lorde you faue and 

kepe. 
From me Roifler Doifler, whether I wake or flepc, 

£ 
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Who fauoureth you no leiTe, (ye may be bolde) 
Than this letter purporteth, which ye haue vnfolde. 
Now fir, what default can yefinde in this letter? 
Jt. JKoBSter. Of truth in my mjTide there can not t 
a better. [in writynf 

JStriuentC. Then was the fault in readyng, and n 
No nor I dare fay in the fourme of endityng. 
But who read this letter, that it founded fo nought ? 
Jilt. Itttrs- I redde it in deede. 
^crtutntr. Ye red it not as ye ought, 
IR. |Eo£Sttr. Why thou wretched villaine was all thi 

lame fault in thee ? 
|in. iHerji. I knocke your coftarde if ye offer t 

(tnke me. 
Jl. JlOBBttr. Strikeft thou in deede f and T offer bt 

inieU? [fitii 

Jtt. Ificrj. Tea and rappe you againe except ye ca 
And I will no longer tarie here me beleue. 

^. ISogstcr. \Vhat wilt thou be angry, and I d(J 

thee foi^eue ? 

Fare thou well fcribler, I crie thee mercie in deede. 

^crinentt. Fare ye well bibbler, and worthily may 

ye fpeede. 
JR. ^OgSttt. K it were an other but thou, it were a' 
knaue. [iDoth fau^ 

|tt. IBttjj. Ye are an other your felfe fir, the lorde vs, 
Albeit in this matter I muft your pardon craue, 
Aias woulde ye wyfhe in me the witte that ye haue? 
But as for my fault I can quickely amende, 
1 will fliewe Cuflance it was I that did offende. ^^ 

JR. ^ogsttr. By fo doing hir anger may be refonne^ 
III. |ltetB. But if by no entreatie fhe will be turned. 
Then fette lyght by hir and bee as tedie as (hee, 
And doe your force vpon hir with extremitie. 

31. Roister. Come on therefore lette vs-go home in 

(adneffe. [readinefft^ 

|tt. IKcrji. That if force (hall neede all may be in H 

And as for thys leiter haidely let all go, ■ 

We wyl! know where (he refufe you for tliat or no. I 

\Exmnt aaiiB 
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Actus, iiij. Scsena. j. 




S there any man but 
I Sym Sureiby 
alone. 
That would haue 
taken fiich an en- 
terprife himvpon, 
In fnche an ou tra- 
gi ous temped as 
as this was. 
Suche a daiingerous gulfe of the fea to paffe. 
I thinke verily Nsptums mightie godfhyp, 
Was angry with fome that was in our Ihyp, 
And but for the honellie which in me he founde, 
I thinke for the others fake we had bene drownde. 
But fye on that feruant which for his raaiflers wealth 
Will fticke for to hazarde both his lyfe and his health. 
My maifter Gawyn Goodlucke after me a day 
Bicaufe of the weather, thought bell, hys fliyppe to Hay, 
And now that I haue the rough fourges fo well pall, 
God graunt I may finde all things lafe here at lall. 
Then will I thinke all my trauaile weU fpent. 
Nowe the firil poynt wherfore my maifter hath me fent 
Is to falute dame Chriftian Cuflance his wife, 
Efpotifed : whome he tendreth no lelTe than his life, 
I muft fee how it is with hir well or wrong, 
And whether for him flie doth not now thinke long : 
Then to other friendes I haue a mefiage or tway, 
And then fo to returne and mete him on the way. 
Now wyll I goe knocke that I may (lifpatche with 

But loe forth commeth hir felfe happily in deede. 
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Actus, iiij. Scsena. ij. 

(Iljristiiin Custaitce. ^im. ^nrtsfaii. 

iff. fflHStance. n|B^9(j Come to fee if any more 
T flirryng be here, 
p But what (Iraunger is thi^ 
I which doth to meapperef", 
^gm ^urB. I will fpeal 
to hir ; Dame the lorde you faue and fee. 
€■ dnstanct. Whatfriende SymSurelby? Forfotl 
right welcome ye be, 
HowedothniineowneGawynGoodlucke,Ipraythetell? 
#. JBuregbg. When he knoweth of your health he 
will be perfect well. [would be. 

d. (fCiuJtance. If he haue perfect helth, I am as I 
^im. Sure. Suche newes wilt pleafe him well, this i», 

as it Ihould be. 
ffl. (Ciwtance. I thinke now long for him. 
^gm Jftutc. And he as long for you, 
C. yiu»lanre. When wi! he be at home ? 
^'^ ^nrc. His heart is here een now 
His body commeth after. 

ffl. CEastanct. I woulde fee that faine. fa mainc, 

^im ^urt. As fall as wynde and fayle can cary it 
But what two men are yonde comming hitherwarde? 
ei. (JnStanct. Now I (hrew their belt Chridraaffe 
chekes both togelherward. 

Actus, iiij. Scsena iij. 

(Christian Cusiante. .Spin ^urcshs. IialpI] 
Hoigter. |Taatl)cm iUci-jigttke. acupciij. 

d- (ffuBlancf. ^^^SSI^^'^ meane thefe lewde 

fclowes thus to Uouble 

mestil? 

I SymSurcfbyhere perchance 

ihal therof dcme fom yll, 
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And (hall fufpect in me fome point of naiightinelTe, 
And they come hitherward. 

^gm ^txre. What is their bufmeffe? 

(C. (HtXjJtance. I haue nought to them, nor they to 

me in fadneffe. 
^im ^nre. Let vs hearken them, fomewhat there 

is I feare it. 
JR. ^ogjJter. I will fpeake out aloude bed, that fhe 

may heare it. 
|tt. Jtterg. Nay alas, ye may fo feare hir out of hir 
wit [hir no whit. 

38,. ^og^ter. By the croffe of my fworde, I will hurt 
Jtt. Jtter^j. Will ye doe no harme in deede, fhall I 
trufl your worde ? [but in borde. 

JJ. |Sog0tcr. By Roifler Doiflers fayth 1 will fpeake 
^im. ^txre. Let vs hearken them, fomwhat there is 
I feare it. [heare it : 

JR. JRogjJter. I will fpeake out aloude, I care not who 
Sirs, fee that my harneffe, my tergat, and my fhield, 
Be made as bright now, as when I was lafl in fielde. 
As white as I fhoulde to warre againe to morrowe : 
For ficke fhall I be, but I worke fome folke forow. 
Therfore fee that all fhine as bright as fainct George, 
Or as doth a key newly come from the Smiths forge. 
I woulde haue my fworde and harneffe to fhine fo bright, 
That I might therwith dimme mine enimies fight, 
I would haue it cafl beames as fafl I tell you playne, 
As doth the glittryng graffe after a fhowre of raine. 
And fee that in cafe I fhoulde neede to come to arm- 
All things may be ready at a minutes warning, [ing. 
For fuch chaunce may chaunce in an houre, do ye 
heare ? 
Jit. |tter]5. As perchance fhall not chaunce againe 

in feuen yeare. 
JR.. JRogjJter. Now draw we neare to hir, and here 

what fhall be fayde. 
Jtt. Jtterg. But I woulde not haue you make hir too 

muche afrayde. 
JS. JRogjster. Well founde fweete wife (I trufl) for al 
this your foure looke. 
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d. (ttijltance. Wife, why cal ye me wife ? 
^im ^ure. Wife ? this gear goth acrook. 
fBi. jftterp. Nay miilreire Cuflance, I warrant yon, 

our letter 
Is x\iA as wo rcdde een nowe, but much better. 
And where yo halfe flomaked this gentleman afoie, 
I* or this fame letter, ye wyll loue hym now therefore^ 
Nor it is not this letter, though ye were a queene, 
That flioulde breake marriage betweene you twaine I 
weene. [lake, 

d. (InjJtiince. I did not refufe hym for the letters 
JK. lloj^Kter. Then ye are content me for your 

hiilbande to take. 
'(£. CtnKtance. You for my hufbande to take? no- 
thing leffe trucly. 
Jl. JloDjIter. Yea fay fo, fweete fpoufe, afore ftraun- 
gers Iiardly. [with me, 

jH. iHerj. And though I haue here his letter of loue 
Yot his ryng and tokens he fent, keepe lafe with ye. 
(ff. (ffu)ltituce. A mifchiefe take his tokens, and him 
nnd thee too. 
Hut what prate I with fooles? haue I nought elfe todoo? 
( ninr in with me Sym Surefby to take fome repall. 
,l^im JJure. I mud ere I drinke by your leaue, goe 
in all had, 
To a place or two, with earned letters of his. 
(fl. (fTu^tfince. Then come drink here with me. 
,!Hm ,fturc. I thank you. 
Vt. (ffuxlrtnce. Do not mifle 
Vol I (twill haue a token to your maider with you. 
,I^Um ,Sttre. No tokens this time gramercies, God 
In- willi you. Exeat, 

<fl. (ffuxlrtuce. Surely this fellowe mifdeemeth fome 
yll in me. 
Will* h ihin^r but God helpe, will go neere to fpill me. 
W- WoMler. Yea farewell fellow, and tell thy maider 
<iooilluf:ke 
Tii.n hi' rornnieth to late of thys bloffome to plucke. 
i xH hun kcepe him there dill, or at lead wife make no 
Ab Uix \m labour hither he (hall fpende in wad. [had. 
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^P&is betters be in place no we. 

|R. Itters. As long as it will hold. 

CT. ffiniitaiire. I will be euea with thee thou beall, 
thou mayfl be bolde. 

3£. |£0Bi<tet. Win ye haue vs then ? 

^. fflnstante. I will neuer baue thee. 

Jt. ^OHStet. Then will I haue you ? 

Cl. Cufitanre. No, the deuill flial haue thee. 
I haue gotten this houre more fliame and harme by thee, 
Then all thy life days thou canfl do me honellie. 

|fi. Ittetj). Why nowe may ye fee what it comth loo 
in the ende, 
To make a deadly foe of your mod louing frende : 
And ywis this letter if ye woulde heare it now. 

ffi. dlWtantt. I will heare none of it. 

Jtt. itttCB- I" '^'^ would rauiihe you. [is cleare. 

Ld. Cnstancc. He hath llained my name for euer this 
|R. ilogittti;. I can make all as well in an houre. 
ftt. Jfittij. As ten yeare. 
ow fay ye, wU ye haue him ? 
ffl. <!ltt9lanrt. No. 
fH. IHcrg. Wil ye take him? 
d. CfttStance. I defie him. 
|tt. Jttttg. At my word ? 
C- ufuStd:nte. A thame take him. 
Wafle no more wynde, for it wUl neuer bee. 

^ l&trp. This one faulte with twaine fliall be 
mended, ye iTiall fee. 
Gentle miftteffe Cuftance now, good miilreffe Cuflance, 
Honey miftrefleCuftance now, fweetemiftreffeCuflance, 
Golden miilreffeCuftance now, white miflreffeCuilance, 
Silken midreife Ciidance now, faire miflrelTe Cuflance. 
ffl. yinstanct. Faith rather than to niary with fuche 
a dohithe loute, 
I woulde matche my felfe with a begger out of doute. 
^. Jtttrj. Then I can fay no more, to fpeede we 
are not like, 
Except ye rappe out a ragge of your Rhetorike, 
U. (ffustanct. Speake not of winnyng me : for it 
(hall neuer be fo. 
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^. JiOjjSter. Yes dame, I will haue you whether j 

will or no. 

I commaunde you to loue me, wherfore rtioulde ye : 

Is not my loue to you chafing and burning hot ? 

gt. Itterg. Too hir, that is well fayd. 

%. jEoBSttr. Shall I fo breate my braine 

To dote vpon you, and ye not loue vs againe? 

la. jBerE- Wei tiyd yet. 

(£, CuiStance. Go to you goofe. 

%. Slojjister. I fay Kit Cuftance, 

In (^e ye will not haze, well, better yes perchauncc 1 

(E. iCntftance, Auaunt lozelt, picke thee hence. 

|R. |tt(rjj- Wei fir, ye perceiue. 

For all your kinde offer, (he will not you receiue. 

3R- ^BoBSttr. Then a ftrawe for hir, and a Rrawe 

hir againe, 

She (hall not be my wife, woulde (he neuer fo faine, 

No and though (he would be at ten thoufand pounde 

coft. [ye haue loft. 

fd. Jfitrg. Lo dame, ye may fee what an hulbande 

ffl. ffluBtance. Yea, no force, a iewell muche better 

lod than founde. 

|tt- ittcrS- Ah, ye will not beleue how this doth n 

heart wouude. 

How (houlde a mariage betwene you be towarde, 

If both parties draive backe, and become fo frowarde 

^. Jlogjitir. Nay dame, I will fire thee out of thj 

houfe. 

And defti'oy thee and all thine, and that by and by. 

ffl. Jiff erg. Nay for the paflionof God fir, do notfo. 

^ ^SJilet. Yes, except (lie will fay yea to that fliej 

fayde no. 
C Ctustantt. And what, be there no officers tr<« 
we, in towne 
To checke idle loytrers, braggyng vp and downe? 
Where be they, by whome vacabunds Ihoulde be re* 

preft? 
That poore (illie Widowes might hue in peace and ri 
Shall I neuer ridde thee out of my companie ? 
I will call for helpe, what hougli, come forth Trupenia 



Roister Doister. 65 

Sntpenie. Anon. What is your will miftrefle ? dyd 
ye call me ? [may be, 

Cl. (Cttjftance. Yea, go runne apace, and as fad as 
Pray Triflram Trufly, my mofle allured frende. 
To be here by and by, that he may me defende. 
Sntpenie. That mellage fo quickly (hall be done by 
Gods grace, 
That at my returne ye fhall fay, I went apace. Exeat, 
(i. ®u?(tance. Then fhall we fee I trowe, whether ye 

fhall do me harme, 
^. J&ogjSter. Yes in faith Kitte, I fliall thee and 
thine fo charme. 
That all women incarnate by thee may beware. 

CT. ®tt?(tance. Nay, as for charming me, come hither 
if thou dare, [traine, 

I fhall cloute thee tyll thou flinke, both thee and thy 
And coyle thee mine owne handes, and fende thee 
home againe. [me threaten ? 

|5. |5og0ter. Yea fayfl thou me that dame? doft thou 
Goe we, I flill fee whether I fhall be beaten. 
jilt. Jllerg. Nay for the paifhe of God, let me now 
treate peace. 
For bloudfhed will there be in cafe this flrife increace. 
Ah good dame Cuflance, take better way with you. 
ffl. ®tt?(tance. Let him do his worfl. 
|tt. Jttcrp. Yeld in time. 
^. ^ogjEJter. Come hence thou. 

Exeant Roijler et Mery, 

Actus, iiij. Scaena iiij. 

(I[l)rijstian Ctxjjtattce. ^not ^Igface. 
Sibet cT. Jtt. IttnmbUcrttjJt 

d. (CttUtattCC. I^^^^SfO firra, if I fhould not with 

hym take this way, 
I fhould not be ridde 
of him I thinke till 
doomes day, 
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I will call forth my folkes, that without any mockes 
If he come agayne we may giue him rappes and knockes. 
Mage Mumblecrufl, come forth, and Tibet Talke apace. 
Yea and come forth too, miflreffe Annot Alyface. 
Ilttnot ^Ig. I come. 
SCtbet. And I am here. 
|tt. j%txmb. And I am here too at length. 
fit. ^txjStattce. Like warriers if nede bee, ye mud 
(hew your llrength 
The man that this day hath thus begiled you, 
Is Ralph Roifler Doifler, whome ye know well mowe, 
The mode loute and daflarde that euer on grounde 
trode. [abrode. 

Sib. Sa;lk. I fee all folke mocke hym when he goth 
CT. ffittjStattce. What pretie maide? will ye talke 

when I fpeake? 
Sib. Salk. No forfooth good miflreffe. 
C ffitxjstance. Will ye my tale breake ? 
He threatneth to come hither with all his force to fight, 
I charge you if he come, on him with all your might. 
|tt. Iftttmbl. I with my diflaffe will reache hym one 

rappe, 
Sib. Salk. And I with my newe broome will fweepe 
hym one fwappe, 
And then with our greate clubbe I will reache hym one 
rappe. 
^tt. ^lt{a;ce. And I with our (kimmer will fling him 

one flappe. 
Sib. Salh. Then Trupenies fireforke will him 
ihrewdly fray, 
And you with the fpitte may driue him quite away. 
(J. fflttjstance. Go make all ready, that it may be 

een fo. 
Sib. Salh. For my parte I flirewe them that laft about 
it go. Exeant, 
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Actus, iiij. Scaena. v. 

Sntpmie. Etifitram ETrusls. 
SRupenie dyd promifc me 
to ninne a great pace, 
[ My friend Triaram TruRy 

to fet into this place. 

' Indeedehedwellethhence 

a good flert I confeffe : 

Jut yet a quicke meffanger might twice fmce as I geffe, 

Haue gone and come againe. Ah yond 1 fpie him now. 

Sni)Jcn2. Ye are a flow goer fir, I make God auow. 

My miHreBe Cudance will in me put all the blame, 

Your le^s be longer than myne: come apace forfliame. 

^(I. CEnBtance. I can thee ihanke Trupenie, thou haft 
f done right wele. [on my hele, 

\ S^ruptnj2. Maillreffefince I went nogralTehath grownc 
But maiHer Triftram Trudie here maketh no fpccde. 
Ct. einstanct. That he came at all I thanke him in 
very deede, 
For now haue I ncede of the helpe of fome wife man. 
S- Scnst^. Then may I be gone againe, for none 
fuch I [a]m. _ [man 

Sruptnit. Ye may bee by your going : for no Alder- 
Can goe I dare fay, a fadder pace than ye can. 
ffl. Ctttptance. Trupenie get thee in, thou flialt among 
them knawe. 
How to vfe thy felfe, like a propre man I trowe. 
SruptnB- I go. Ex. [much. 

(£. (JTuStanXE. Now Triftram Trufty I thank you right 
For at my firft fending to come ye neuer grutch. 
S- SCntStg. Dame Cuftance God ye faue, and while 
my life fliall laft, [waft. 

For my friende Goodlucks fake ye (hall not fende in 
(iT. (IngtanK. He Ihal giue you thanks. 
E. STrajStg, I will do much for his fake 
C distance. But alack, I feare, great difpleafure 
(hall be take. 
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%. STnwJti}. Wherfore? 

C dujstance. For a foolifti. matter. 

e. Srujstp. What is your caufe fdawes. 

(C. (tujstitnce. I am yll accombred with a couple of 

S. Srujstg. Nay weepe not woman : but tell me what 
your caufe is 
As concerning my friende is any thing amiffe ? 

(£. (2Iu$tance. No not on my part: but here was 83^11 
Surefby. 

ST. Srujstte. He was with me and told me fo. 

ffl. fflttjJtance. And he (loode by 
While Ralph Roifler Doifler with helpe of Merygreeke, 
For promife of mariage dyd vnto me feeke. 

<L. SrwjJtg. And had ye made any promife before them 
twaine, [flaine, 

(£. (EttjJtance. No I had rather be tome in pieces and 
No man hath my faith and trouth, but Gawyn Good- 

lucke, 
And that before Surefby dyd I fay, and there llucke, 
But of certaine letters there were fuche words fpoken. 

ST. SntjJtie. He tolde me that too. 

®. fflujJtance. And of a ring and token. 
That Surefby I fpied, dyd more than halfe fufpect, 
That I my faith to Gawyn Goodlucke dyd reiect. 

ST. KrujJtg. But there was no fuch matter dame Cus- 
tance in deede ? 

ffl. (ttxjJtance. If euer my head thought it, God fende 
me yll fpeede. 
Wherfore I befeech you, with me to be a witneffe, 
That in all my lyfe I neuer intended thing leffe, 
And what a brainficke foole Ralph Roifler Doiiler is, 
Your felfe know well enough. 

5f. SCnxjJtg. Ye fay full true ywis. [a-PP^y? 

d. ffltijJtance. Bicaufe to bee his wife I ne graunt nor 
Hither will he com he fweareth by and by, [houfeflat. 
To kill both me and myne, and beate downe ray 
Therfore I pray your aide. 

2C. STnxjBftie. I warrant you that. 

C dtxjJtance. Haue I fo many yeres liued a fobre life, 
And fliewed my felfe honefl, mayde, widowe, and wyfe 
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And nowe to be abufed in fuch a vile forte, 

Ve fee howe poore VVidowes lyue all voyde of comfort. 

E. iJruStj. I warrant hym do you no barme nor 

wrong at all. [niotl appall, 

IS. tEwstanct. No, but Mathew Merygreeke doth me 

That he woulde ioyne hym felfe with fuche a wretched 

loute. [double, 

%. SnijllB. He doth it for a iefl I knowe hyra out of 

-And here coraeth Merygreke. 

C iSuiStanCE. Then ihal we here his mind. 



Actus, iiij. Selena, vj. 

Iftttrygrcke. Ctijristian (CusUnct. Eriist. Srtstj), 



I JR. itltra- 



|tt. itterji. Ni 

anfwere telL 

Will ye haue this 

Elfe will he 



JURance and Truaie both, I 
doe you here well finde. 
] €. (luStancc. Ah Mathew 
Merygreeke, ye haue vfed 
me well, 
for altogether ye mufl youi 



woman ? or elfe will ye not? 
bore fo brymme nor toll fo hot. 
SriS. anb lEu. But why ioyn ye with him. 
%. StttStH- For mirth. 

C duitanct. Or elfe in fadncffe [mater geffe. 

$&.. IRerj. The more fond of you both hardly yat 
SriSttam. Lo how fay ye dame ? 
Jltt- Iftttg. Why do ye thinke dame Cuftance 
That in this wowyng I haue ment ought but pailance? 
(ff. iSustanct. Much things ye fpake, I wote, to 

maintaine his dotage. 
|lft. jtttrg. But well might ye iudge I fpake it all 
in niockage ? 
For why ? Is Roiller Doidei a fitte hufljand for you ? 
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il. STrnstj!. T dare fay ye neuer thought it. 

10. |ttti-B. No to God I vow. 
And dyd not I knowe afore of the infuraiice 
Betweene Gawyn Goodlucke, and Chrillian CuflanccJ 
And dyd not I for the nonce, by my conueyance, 
Reade his letter in a ivTong fenfe for daliance? 
That if you couldc haue take it vp at the firll boundc,"! 
We Ihould therat fuch a fporte and padime hauej 

foiinde. 
That all the whole towne Ihould haue ben the i 

er. CEnsUnCf. Ill ake your heades both, I was 

Nor neiier more vexte fince the firft, day I was hornet 
iff. Erustfl. But very well I wiil he here did ail ii^ 

fcorae. 

C fflmstann. But I feared therof to take diflioneftiei 

Jtt. jtter^. This fhould both haue made fport, and' 

(hewed your honedie [low. 

And Goodlucke I dare fweare, your witte therin would 

%. SruStg. Yea, being no worfe than we know it 

to be now. fcome to hini, 

|tt. JHctl). And nothing yet to late, for when I 

Hither will he repaire with a (heepes looke full grim, 

By plaine force and violence to driue you to yelde. 
d- dustanct. If ye tivo bidde me, we will with hiqjfl 

I and my maidcs together. [pltche a fietd^| 

|tt. Jttttjt. Let vs fee, be bolde. V 

<&.. fflusUnce. Ye (hall fee womens warre. V 

S. SCrnStg. That fight wil I behold. brlmtS 

jtt. jSttJ). If occafion feme, takyng his parte full'! 

I will ftrike at you, but the rappe fliall light on him. J 

When we tirft a])peare. H 

ffl. fflniitancr. Then will I ruone away ^| 

As though I were afeard. ^H 

%. SrnSls- Do you that part wel play ^| 

And I wiil fue for peace. ^| 

|tt. itttrj). And I wil fet him on. ■ 

Then will he looke as fierce as a CotlTold lyon. ■ 

%. Smst;). But when god then for him ? H 

JIH. /Rcrj)- That do I very nowe. ^| 



» 
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d. tinatatict. Ye Iha! find vs here. 

ffl. Ittcrg. Wei god haue mercy on you. i'a:. 

®. StuBtj. There is no caufe of feare, the lead boy 
in the ftreete : [him take his feete, 

CI- dtiStance. Nay, the lead girie I haue, will make 
But hearke, me thinke tliey make preparation. 

S. EniStjj. No force, it will be a good recreation. 

ffl. instance. I will iland within, and fteppe forth 
fpeedily, 
And fo make as though I ranne away dreadlully. 

Actus, iiij. Scsena vij. 

Jl. Jtoijstct. Jtt. ^ct^jgreeliE. CT. ffiugtance. 
p. pougljtiE. garpar. SCuiSlram StHStj;. 

Jl. ^ojjstcr. |il'\*AJJ|Owe firs, keepe your ray, and 
fee your heartes beftoute, 
But where be thefe caitifes, 
me think they dare not 
route, [fay? 

Howfayd thou Merygreeke? What doth Kit Cullance 
in. ^crjj. 1 am loth to tell you. 
|l. ^gStci. Tulhe fpeake man, yea or nay ? [I can. 
JH. Itlttj, Forfooth fir, I haue fpoken for you all that 
But if ye winne hir, ye muil een play the man, 
Een to fight it out, ye mull a mans heart take. 

|B. JRogSter. Yes, they (hall know, and thouknowefl 
I haue a llomacke. [man Jiad. 

[Jft. itttrg.] Aflomacke{quod you) yea, as good as ere 
%. Popster. I trowe they (hall finde and feele that 
I am a lad. [meate as well, 

|tt. JEErg. By this cro(re I haue feene you eate your 
As any that ere I haue feene of or heard teli, 
A (lomacke quod you ? he that will that denie 
I know was neuer at dynner in your companie. 

3R. ^RojiBttr. Nay, the (lomacke of a man it is that 

I meane. [I weene. 

pl. Jlttrji. Nay the (lomacke of a horfe or a dogge 
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^. JKogJiter. Nay a mans (lomacke with a weapon 
meane I. [fpoone in a pie. 

\. JSerg. Ten men can fcarce match you with a 
^ogjJter. Nay the llomake of a man to trie in 
flrife. [in my lyfe. 

'• i^^^^fi- ^ neuer fawe your llomacke cloyed yet 
fSoBjSter. Tufhe I meane in flrife or fighting 
to trie. [angry. 

ijtt. itterg. We fhall fee how ye will (Irike nowe being 
%. ^og?(ter. Haue at thy pate then, and faue thy 
head if thou may. [this day, 

|tt. JSetg. Nay then haue at your pate agayne by 
JS. ^ogjJter. Nay thou mayfl not flrike at me againe 
in no wife. [warrantife : 

|tt. |fttrg. I can not in fight make to you fuche 
But as for your foes here let them the bargaine bie. 
1^ ^ogister. Nay as for they, fhall euery mothers 
childe die. 
And in this my fume a little thing might make me, 
To beate downe houfe and all, and elfe the deuill take 
me. 
Jtt. itterg. If I were as ye be, by gogs deare mother, 
I woulde not leaue one (lone vpon an other. 
Though fhe woulde redeeme it with twentie thoufand 
poundes. 
p. ^oi^jster. It (hall be euen fo, by his lily woundes. 
JE. JEerg. Bee not at one with hir vpon any amendes. 
%' ^03)jJter. No though ihe make to me neuer fo 
many frendes. 
Nor if all the worlde for hir woulde vndertake. 
No not God hymfelfe neither, fhal not hir peace make, 
On therfore, marche forwarde, foft, flay a whyle yet. 
Itt.Jtterj). On. 
^. ^ogjiter. Tary. 
ja. Ittcrg. Forth. 
JR. ^o])?(ter. Back. 
Jtt. JHcr]). On. 

JR. ^Rogjster. Soft. Now forward fet. [alas, alas. 
S. Cu«»tance. What bufineffe haue we here? out 
JR. Jlo])^ter. Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha. 
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{Dydd thou fee that Merygreekc? howafrayde fhewas? 
Dydil thou fee how (he fiedde apace out of my figlit? 
Ah good fweete Cuflance I pitie hir by this light. 
|5ft. IHcrB- That tender heart of yours wyll marre 
altogether. 
Thus will ye be turned with waggyng of a fether. 
Jt. JEogBtEr. On firs, keepe your ray. 
-c^— & J?'!5'- 0_n_5Dilli,-wlule this gearcis hot — — — ^ 
^^^~^r$ciBSftt. Soft, the Ariues of Caleys, I haue one 
^L ffl. Itters- What lacke we now? [thing forgot. 

^B %. lloSJittr. Retire, or elfe we be all llain. 
^^r i'^- J'^t'T!- Backe for the pathe of God, backe firs, 
^^ What is the great mater ? [backe againe. 

?i. ^RoBBttr. This hailie forth goyng 
Had aimofl brought vs all to vtter vndoing, 
It made me foi^et a thing moft. neceflarie. [Marie. 
fH. flttecg. Well remembred of a captaine by fainct 
|l. JKoHStec. It is a thing muft be had. 
ffi. |fitrp. Let vs haue it then. 
^ ^ogster. But I wote not where nor how. 
IB. Ittttj- Then wote not I when. 
But what is it ? 

^ HojiStEr. Of a chiefe thing I am to feeke. [a weke. 
jE. ItterS- Tut fo will ye be, when ye haue lludied 

But tell me what it is ? 

%. JiO^Btct. I lacke yet an hedpiece. [to grece, 
|1K. JBtt^. The kitchen coUocauit, the beft hennes 
Runne, fet it Dobinet, and come at once withall. 
And bryng with thee my potgunne, hangyng by thi; 

wali, 
I haue feene your head with it full many a tyme, 
Couered as fafe as it had bene with a fkrine ; 
And I warrant it faue your head from any ftroke, 
Except perchaunce to be amafed with the fmoke ; 
I warrant your head therwith, except for the mill, 
As fafe as if it were fall locked vp in a chifl : 
And loe here our Dobinet commeth with it nowe. 
30. j0DKfll)- Itwillcouerme totheflioulderswellinow, 
^, |ilttB- Let me fee it on. 
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■R. Hogstti:. In fayth it doth metely well, [muft vs teH 
^. Jtttrg. There can be no fitter thing. Now ye 
What to do, 
Jl. ]RagsUr. NowfonhinTayrirs,andfloppeno 
Jtt. Jtterg. Now fainct George to borow. Drum 

dubbe a dubbe aibre. 
%. SmStg. What meane you to do fir, committe 

manllaughter. [laughter. 

%. KoBSler. To kyll fortie fuch, is a matter of 
S- SruBtg. And who is it fir, whome ye intende 

thns to fpUl ? [againfl. my will. 

%. 3Ros((ttr. Foolifhe Cuftance here forceth me 
%. SEntjitB- And is there no meane your extreme 

wrath to flake. 
She (hall fome aniendes vnto your good mafhyp makfc 
jR. JRogSUt. I will none amendes. 
%. STrttBtg. Is hir offence fo fore? 
|B. Itterj). And he were a loute (he coulde haue. 

She hath calde him foole, and dreifed him like a foola 
Mocked him Ivke a foole, vfed him like a foole. 

%. ®niStj),'Well yet the Sheriffe, the luftice, or 
Condable, 
Hir mifdemeanour to puniftie might be able. 

3K. ^KoSBtet. No fir, I mine owne felfe wiU in this 
prefent caufe, 
Be Sheriffe, and luflice, and whole ludge of the lawes, 
This matter to amende, all officers be I Ihall, 
■vonftable, Bailiffe, Sergeant. 

Jtt. jKetjJ. And hangman and alL [a man. 

5C. Smstj. Yet a noble courage, and the hearte of 
Should more honour winne by bearyrg with a woman. 
Therfore take the lawe, and lette hir aunfwere therto. 

JL Jlojjpttr. Merygreeke, the bed way were euen fo 
to do. 
What honour ftiould it be with a woman to fight? 

|tt. iBcrj). And what then, will ye thus forgo and 
lefe your right? 

JK. ^OSBtci:. Nay, I will take the lawe on hir with- 
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S. ErnBtj). Or yf your madiyp coulde pardon this 

pray you forgiue liir. [one trefpace. 

SI. JlojjSter. Hoh? 

JK. Ittcrji. Tuflie tuihe fir do not. 
Be good, raaifler to liir. 

31. JloiiSttr. Hoh ? 

|lit. Itttrj. Tufli I fay do not. 
And what fhall your people here retume ftreight home? 

SC. SruStie. Yea, leuie the campe firs, and hence 
againe eche one, [call, 

?K. SloBBtcr. But be ftill in readineffe if I happe to 
I can not tell what fodaine chaunce may befall. 

Jlft. Jtttrs. Do not off your harneile firs I you aduife, 
At the lead for this fortnight in no maner wife, 
Perchaunce in an houre when all ye thinke lead, 
Our maillers appetite to fight will be beft. 
But foft, ere ye go, haue once at Cuftance houfe, 

|l. JloaSler. Soft, what wilt thou do ? 

|R. Itttrj. Once difcharge my harqueboufe [goon. 
And for my heartes eafe, haue once more with my pot- 

]R. JtoHBttr. Holde thy handes elfe is all our purpofe 
cleane fordoone. 

my life, 
thou ihalt not [with haile (hot 
matte but I will. Haue once more 

win haue fome penyworth, I will not leefe all 

Actus, iiij. Scaena. viij. 

|tt. JttetsgrtckE. C- Cngtanre. %. jaoisttr. S:ib. K. 

%v.. %\^lait. |H. jitambldxnst Sntptnie. 

psbinct ^ugigtU. Haqpar. Two 

drummes with their Rnfignes. 

C QIu;Stanrc. ^^S9l^^'^ caitifes are thofe that 

fo (hake my houfe wall? 

I |tt. IKerif. Ah firrha now 

Cudance if ye had 16 

muche wit 



cieane loraoone, 

f. ffltrjl. And it 
JoEJStir. Ifayl 
_._|aK33. Bythei 
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I woolde fee you afke pardon, and your felues fubu 

C fflttStanK. Haue I flill this adpe with a couj 
of fooles ? 

JR. itttng. Here ye what fhe faith ? 

ff. ffluDtanit. Maidens come forth with your toolf 

'§.. JtoBXttr. In a ray. 

|H. ffitr^. Dubba dub firrha, 

% JoB»ttt. In a ray. 
They come fodainly on vs. 

JR. ittcts. Dubbadub. 

JK. |los»tH. In a ray. 
That euer I was borne, we are taken tardie. 

'Jtt. ^trg. Now firs, quite our felues like tall m 
and bardie. 

(II. fflnStancc. On afore Truepcnie, holde thyne ow 

On towarde tiiem Tibet, for fcape vs they can not. 
Come forth Madge Mumblecrutl, fo ftande fail togithi 
Jltt. S&,vc^. God fende vs a faire day. 

f. ^ojjSttr. See they marcbe on hither. 
ib. Silk. But miareffe. 

C. (HlWtantt. What fayft you? 

Sib. Shall I go fet our goofe ? 

d. aiMUnce. What to do? 

Eib. To yonder Captain I will tume hir loofc 
And Ihe gape and hiffe at him, as Ihe doth at me, 
I durft ieoparde my hande (he wyll make him flee. 

ffi. fflnBlanct. On forward. 

1B^ lEtosster. They com. 

Jfi. jfttri). Stand. 

3R. ftoasttr. Hold. 

m. JttttB- Kepe 

%. ^OBSttr. There. 

jtt. Itttrfi. Strike. 

%. ^OfiSttt. Take heede. 

(E. fflnjltance. Wei fayd Truepeny. 

STtnptnB- Ah wboorefons. 

€. (Itnstance. Wei don in deeae 

ftt. IBecu. Hold thine owne Harpax, downe wi 
them Dobinet. 



r 



Roister Doister. 



77 
Ct, lEastante. Now Madge, there Annot : now (licke 
them Tibet. [knaue, 

Sib. S^alk. All my chiefe quarell is to this fame lictlt 
That begyled me lail day, nothyng fliall him faue. 
p. Poiiji). Downe with this litle queane, that hath 
at me fuch fpite, 
Saue you from hir maifter, it is a very fprite. 

ffl. iSaiftaiUt. I my felfe will mounfire graunde 

captaine vndertake, 
Jl l^ojjjcttr. They win grounde: 
ftt. JtttrE- Saue your felfe fir, for godii faKe. 
|8. ^ojjstet. Out, alas, I am flaine, hclpc. 

f. jptttrj}- Saue your felf. 
jRoBSUt. Alas. 

f. Itterg. Nay then, haue at. you miflreffe- 
^OBjrttr. Thou hittell me, alas. 
fa, ^trg. I wil arike at Cullance here.. 
%. ^ossttr. Thou hitteR me. 
p.. Ittlts- So I wil. 
Nay raiftrelTe CuHance. 

5R. Jloasttt. Alas, thou hitteft. me ftiU. 
Hold. 
^. Jlttets. Saue your felf fir. 
?8. ^DSBttr. Help, out alas I am (lain 
|8. JRerji. Truce, hold your hands, truae for a 
pilTing while or twaine : 
Nay how fay you Cudance, for fauing of your life, 
Will ye yelde ajid graunt to be this gentmans wife ? 
(J. GinBlancE. Ye tolde me he loued me, call ye this 

loue ? 
iH. ittctj. He loued a while euen like a turtle doue. 
ffl. ©KStantt. Gay loue God faue it, fo foone hotte, 

fo foone colde, 
|tt. |tttrg. I am fory tor you : he could loue you 

yet fo he coulde. 
Jl ^ogitttc. Nay by cocks precious (he (hall be 

none of mine. 
ffl. jatrjj. Why fo t [kine. 

" K. ^OjjSter. Come away, by the matte (he is man- 
durft aduenture the loiTe of my right handc. 
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If fliRP dyd not flee hir other hufbande : 
And fee if fhe prepare not againe to fight. 
JH. Jtttnj. What then ? fainct George to borow, ( 

Ladies knighL 
3R. ■Kossttr. Slee elfe whom (he will, by gog (hej 

ih'all not flee mee. 
|tt. ittti]]. How then ? 
^a. ^RosSter. Rather than to be fiaine, I will flee. 
ffi. CtttStance, Too it againe, my knigluefl"ea, downd 

with them all. J 

"§.. ^fiStcr. A\¥ay, away, away, fhe will elfe kylfl 

vs ay. 
IH. ^tcQ. Nay flicke to it, like an hardie tnan x 

aUll. 
^ V.OttfAtx. Oh bones, thou hittefl me. Away, 1 

elfe die we (liall. 
Jtt. IttetH- Away for the pafhe of our fweete Lord 

lefus Chria. 
■fit. Ctnataitct. Away loute and lubber, or I fhall be 

thy prieft Exeavi em. 

So this fielde is ours we haue driuen them all away. 
Sib S^alk. Thankes to God mitlrelTe, ye haue had'l 

a faire d 
ffl. fflnstanft. Well nowe goe ye in, and make yourJ 

felfe fome good cheere. 
Omnes pariter. We goe. 
E. Snist. Ah fir, what a field we haue had heere. 
fit. (lujitanK. Friend Tnftram, 1 pray you be all 

witoefle with me. I 

%. SCroBlg. Dame Cuflance, I (hall depofe for ycwtJ 

honedie, 
And nowe fare ye well, except fome thing elfe ye I 

wolde, I 

<!l. fflnjitanK. Not now, but when I nede to fende 1 1 

will be bolde. Exeat, j 

r tJianke you for thefe paines. And now I wyll get I 

Now R.oifl.er Doifter will no more wowyng begin. Ex»\ 
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Actus. V. Scsena j. 

Ym Surefby my tniftie man, nc~e 
aduife thee well. 
And fee that no falfe furinifes thou 

me tell. 
Was there fuch adoe about Cuf- 

tance of a truth ? 
^im. J&ure. To repotte that I 
hearde and (awe, to me is ruth. 
But both my duetie and name and propretie, 
Wameth me to you to Ihewe fidelitie, 
It may be well enough, and I wyfhe it fo to be. 
She may hir felfe difcharge and trie hir honeftie, 
Yet their clayme to hir me thought was very lat^e, 
For with letters rings and tokens, they dyd hir charge. 
Which when I hearde and (awe I would none to yoii 
bring. [thing, 

ffi. (Soobl. No, by fainct Marie, I allowe thee in tlwt 
Ah fiira, nowe I fee truthe in the prouerbe olde. 
All tilings that (hineth is not by and by pure golde, 
If any doe lyue a woman of honeftie, 
1 would haue fwome Chrillian Cuftance had bene fliee. 
j6im ^nre. Sir, though I to you be a feruant true 
and iua. 
Yet doe not ye iherfore your faithfull fpoufe myflruH, 
But examine the matter, and if ye fiiall it finde, 
To be all well, be not ye for my wordes vnkinde. 
ffi. CBootU I (hall do that is right, and as I fee 
caufe why. 
But here commeth Cuflance forth, we flial know by 
and by, 
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Actus. V. Scsena. ij. 

(£. (Instance, ©arojin ffiooainrke, ^jini ^nreebj]. 

'.. instance. ^^^^Q Come forth to fee and 

hearken for newes good, 

For about this houre is 

the lyme of likely hood. 

That Gawyn Goodlucke 

by the fayingsof Surefby, 

Would be at home, and lo yond 1 fee hym I. 

What Gawyn Goodlucke, the onely hope of my life. 

Welcome home, and kyfle me your true efpoufed wife. 

(Sa. (SdoD. Nay foft dame Cuilance, I mud firil by 

your licence, 

See whether all things be cleere in your confcience, 

I heare of your doings to me very Ilraunge. 

d. dnstanct. What feare ye ? that my faith towardes 

you Ihould chaunge? [entangled. 

®a. ffiool). I mud needes niiflruil ye be elfewhere 

For I heare that certaine men with you haue wrangled 

About the promife of maiiage by you to them made. 

(!I. (iDiiStance. Coulde any mans reporte your minde 

therein perfuade? [to ilande cleere, 

(Ba. ffioob. Well, ye mull therin declare your felfe 

Elfe I and you dame Cudance may not ioyne this yere. 

CI. (CnStanct. Then woulde I were dead, and faire 

layd in my graue. 

Ah Surefby, is this the honellie that ye haue ? 

To hurt me with your report, not knowyng the thing. - 

^im #ttr(. If ye be honed my wordes can hurte" 

you nothing. 

But what I hearde and fawe, I might not but report. 

CI. iSttBtflmt. Ah Lorde, heipe poore widowes, dedi- 

tute of comfort. [paflance. 

Truly mod deare fpoufe, nought was done but for 

%■ ffioob. Butfuclikyndeoffportingishomelydaliance. 

ffl. GtnBtanrr. If ye knewe the trudie, ye would take 

all in good parte. [in that arte. 

ffia. ffiooO. By your leaue I am not halfe well fkilled 
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^ (£■■ Citistante. It was nooe but RoiHer Doifter that 
foolifhe mome. [fcufe than none. 

iSa. ®i)oi). Yea Cuftance, better (they fay) a badde 
Itt. fflnstante. Why Trifiram Truftie fir, your true 
and faithfiiU ft'ende. 
Was priuie bothe to the beginning and the ende. 
Let him be the ludge, and for me teflifie. [verifie, 
CSa. iSoob. I will the more credite that he (hall 
And bicaufe I will the tnithe know een as it is, 
I will to him my felfe, and know all without mifle. 
Come on Sym Surefby, that before my friend thou may 
Auoiich the fame wordes, which thou dydH to me fay. 

Actus. V. Scaena. iij. 

etIjriBtian (Jn»tan«. 
ffi, dustanrt. ItAMRjiyB Lorde, howe neceflarie it 
tfjN&W is nowe of dayes, 
I raC9 J That eche bodie liue 
Ptg^(fl| vprightly all raaner 
wayes, 
J-'or lette neuer fo little a gappe be open. 
And be fure of this, the worfl fliall be fpoken 
Howe innocent (lande I in this for deede or thought ? 
And yet fee what mirtrufl. towardes me it hath wrought 
But thou Lorde knowell all folkes thoughts and ekt; 
And thou arte the deliuerer of all innocentes. [intents 
Thou didfl helpe the aduoutreffe that fhe might be 

amended, 
Much more then he!pe Lorde, that neuer y!l intended. 
Thou didfl. helpe Sufanna, wrongfully accufed, 
And noleffe doft. thou fee Lorde, howl amnowabufed. 
Thou didfl helpe Hejlsr, when fhe fhould haue died, 
Helpe alfo good Lorde, that my truth may be trieti. 
Yet if Gawin Goodlucke with TriHram Truf\y fpeake. 
I trufl of yll report the force fhal! be but weake, 
And loe yond they come fadly talking togither, 
I wyll abyde, and not fhrinke for their comming hither. 
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Actus. V. Sccena. iiij. 

Saturn ^ooQluckc. SfTrtstrjim Sru^tU. 
ffl. Castiince. ^jjm Sftrc^bji. 

ffix. <SoDti. Iv^^^I^d was it none other tl 
ye to me reporte ? 
Srwdtam. No, and 
were ye wiilicd to 1 
feene the fporte. 
ffia. ffiooU- Woulde I had, rather than halfe of 
in my purfe. [was no w 

^im Snte. And I doe muche reioyce the m; 
And like as to open it, I was to you faithful!. 
So of dame Cullance honed truth I am ioyfull. 
For God forfende that I flioulde hurt hir by falfe 
reporte. [comforte. 

®a. CBooti. Well, I will no longer holde hir in dit 
<£. Enatanct. Nowe come they hitherwarde, I trufl 

allihallbewell. [nor tongue 

ffia. ffiooH. Sweete Cutlanceneitherheaitcanthinlti 
Howe much I ioy in your conflant fideliti 
Come nowe kifle me the pearle of perfect honeflie. 
fit. CttiStanCE. God lelte me no longer to contim 
in lyfe, 
Tlian I Ihall towardes you continue a true wyfe. 
ffia. ffioobl. Well now to make you for diis fome 
parte of amendes, 
I ihall defire iirll you, and then fuche of our frendes. 
As ihall to you feeme bed, to fuppe at home with me, 
Where at your fought fielde we lliall laugh and mery b< 
J&im ^KW. And miflrelTe 1 befeech you, take 

I did a true mans part, not wiihyng you repreefe. 
(ffi. dnSURce. Though haflie reportes through fu 
mifes growjiig, 
May of poore innocentes be vtter ouerthrowyng. 
Yet bicaufe to thy maifler thou hall a true hart, [p: 
And I know mine owne truth, I forgiue thee for 
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(Ka. (^OoJlL Go we all to my houfc, and of this geare 

Goe prepare all things Sym Suretby, hence, niiine afore. 
J&im ^orr. I goe. £x. 

ffi. (Soolr. But who commeth yond, M, Merygreeke? 
ffl. fflnjitance. Roiller Doifters champion, I flirewe 
his bell cheeke. [hym too. 

S- SnWtB- Roiiler Doifler felfe yourwower is with 
[ Surely fome thing there is with vs they haue to doe. 

Actus. V. Scaena v. 

I Pt- |fttri)Ci"ckc. Jlalpt) Jlo'Sttr. ©aropti ©oolilmUe. 
Sristram Enistit. (!I. (Enstiintt. 
1. |tttrj). [Ll"^'t5|0nd I fee Gawyn Goodlucke, 
to whome lyeth my mes- 
fage, 
\ I will firfl falute him after his 
long voyage, 

And then make all thing well concerning your behalfe. 
^. |Boj3Bter. Yea for the paflie of God. 
|fi. |tt«r],i. Hence out of fight ye calfe, 
TiU I haue fpoke with them, and then I will you fet, 
Jt. lloHBltr. In Gods name. 

Jtt. lUer^. What mafler Gawin Goodluck wel met 
And from your long voyage I bid you right welcome 
ffia. ^ooil. I thanke you. [home. 

|tt. Jlttrtji. I come to you from an honefl, raome. 
ega. ©ODD. "Who is that? 
|ffl. Jfierg. Koiiler Doifler that doughtie kite, 
til. (ttnBtance. Fye, I can fcarce abide ye flioulde his 
name recite. [all pad, 

|B. S^trs- Ye mull take him to fauour, and pardon 
He heareth of your reCume, and is full yll agaft, 
©a. SooD. I am ryght well content he haue with 
vs fome chere. [be there, 

ffl. (£t(Stanc(. Fye vpon him beatl, then wyll not I 
l!5a. ®ooIl. Why CufLance do ye hate hym more 
e loue me ? 
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ffi. Slnstante. But for your mynde fir, where he wer« I 
would I not be ? 

®. Srnstg. He woulde make vs al laugh. 

jtt. JttttE. Ve nere had better fport, [i-s refortsl 

(Ea, ®ootl. I pray you fweete Cuflance, let him tal 

C <^v.%\xax.t. To your will I aflent. 

fSi.. JtttrB. Why, fuche a foole it is. 
As no man for good paflime would forgoe or milVi 

®. ffinolll. Fet him to go wyth vs. 

Jtt. JBerj). He wilt be a glad man. EXi\ 

S- Sctt^tg. We mud to make vs mirth, maintained 

hym all we can. fl 

.\nd loe yond he commeth and Merygreeke with him. ■ 

en. dnBtantt. At his firft entrance ye fhall fee I wyll 
him trim. 
But firfl let vs hearken the gen tl em an s wife talke. [Jlalke. 

S. STnists. I pray you roarke if euer ye fawe crane fo 

Actus. V. Selena, vj. 

35. IKoisttr. lit. iHtrsgctehe. ffi. (ftuslance. <&. 
iStooillmke. %. (jTmstic. Ji9. pDitgl)tic. ^aqiai. 
3R. Jiosster. Iff^^Ay I then be bolde? 

\ f^- itttVH- I warrant you* 
I on my worde, 
I They fay they (hall be ficke, 
but ye be at theyr bordf 
S. JRoBJlfcr. Thei wer not angry then. 
ptt. Itttrg. Yes at firfl, and made (Irange 
But when I fayd your anger to fauour fiioulde change; 
And therewith had commended you accordingly, 
They were all in ioue with your maihyp by and by. 
And cried you mercy that they had done you wrong. 
Jl. JRopsltr. For why, no man, woman, nor child^ 
can hate me long. [one daj^^i 

^. fflerg. We feare (quod they) he will be auengedi 
Then for a peny giue all our Hues we may. 
B, llDHSttt. Sayd they fo in deede. 
jtt. Jftiqj. Did they ? yea, euen with one voice 
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He win forgiue all (quod I) Oh how they did reioyce, 
3B. IKesSltC. Ha, ha, ha. [good moode, 

JR. jittrjj. Goe fette hym (fay they) while he is in 
For haue his anger who lufi, we will not by the Roode. 
3R- |iO]3»lrt. I pray God that it be all true, that thou 
And that (he fight no more. [haft me tolde, 

|tt. incrs. 1 warrant you, be bolde 
Too them, and falute them. 

|l. Jlojster, Sirs, I greete you all well. 
Omnes. Your maifterihip is welcom, 
Ct. (ILiuitanct. Sauyng my quareU. 
For fure I will put you vp into the Efchequer, 
^. jlltcs. Whyfo? better nay: Wherfore? 
(E. fflustaitre. For an vfurer. 

1^ Jlogsttr. I am no vfurer good raiflreffe by his 

amies. [raans harnies ? 

f&. Itttrjt. When tooke he gaine of money to any 

€. CuStantC. Yes, a fowle vfurer he is, ye Ihall 

fee els. [no mo quarels ? 

je. IKoHBUr. Didft not thou promife ilie would picke 

i&. ^•aiiixiu. He will lende no blowes, but he haue 

in reconopence 

jj'jftene for one, whiclie is to muche of confcience. 

R. ^ogBttr. Ah dame, by the auncient lawe of 
armes, a man 
[ Hath no honour to foile his handes on a woman. 

al. (Instance. And where other vfurers take their 
gaines yerely, 
I'his tnan is angry but he haue his by and by. 

<&A. (Sootll. Sir, doe not for hir fake beare me your 

difpleafure. [at leafure. 

ftt. i&.rcs. Well, he (hall with you talke therof more 

?pon your good vfage, he will now (hake your hande. 

|R. ^jiBttr. And much heartily welcome from a 

ftraunge lande. 
|E. liters. ^ not afearde Gawyn to let him (hake 
your fyft. [I wiil. 

(5a. (Soobl. Oh the mode honcRe gentleman that ere 
befeeche your malhyp to take payne to fuppe with vs. 
itt-IWerB- He (hall not fay you nay and 1 100, by lefus- 
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hicsaifc ye (hall be friecds, 2nd let 2II qnards pafie. 
£. K^^trr. I wyll be as good firiends with them as 
ere 1 was. [baae a fong. 

fIL fS'ttjgi' Then let me fet joar qoier that we may 
TBi T^MT^Xn. Goe. (jeare long. 

Hk- 6MdliulL I hane hearde no mdodie all t^ 

£ifteq^. Come on firs quickly. 
|B0|^trr. Sing on (Its, for my frends fake. 
JB' JBongl). Cal ye thefe your frends ? 
|L %o^%Ux, Sing on, and no mo words make. 

Here they fing. 

C5a. (5oo^- The Lord preferue our moil noble 
Queene of renowne, 
And hir virtues rewarde with the heauenly crowne. 
C Cn^t^nce. The Lorde flrengthen hir mofl excel- 
lent Maieflie, 
Ix)ng to reigne ouer vs in all profperitie. [to defende, 
5C. STrn^ts. That hir godly proceedings the feith 
He may flablifhe and maintaine tlirough to the ende. 
f^' i^l^nj- ^od graunt hir as (he doth, the Gofpell 
to protect, 
Learning and vertue to aduaunce, and vice to corredi 
|R. |l02J<ter. God graunt hir louyng fubiects both 
the minde and grace, 
Hir mofl godly procedyngs worthily to imbrace. [profper, 
Harpax. Hir highneffe mod worthy counfellers God 
With honour and loue of all men to minifler. 
Opines. God graunt the nobilitie hir to feme and loue. 
With all the whole commontie as doth them behoue. 

AMEN. 

Certaine Songs to be fong by 

thofe which Jliall vfe this Comedie or Enterlude, 

Slje jScconbe .^ong. 

^vYi?/Ho fo to marry a minion Wyfe, 

OVy Hath hadde good chaunce and happe, 

^iL>» Mud loue hir and cherifhe hir all his life. 

And dandle hir in his lappe. 
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If (he will fare well, yf flie wyll go gay, 
A good hufbande euer flyll, 
What euer Ihe lutl to doe, or lo fay. 
Mull lette hir haue hir owne will. 

About what affaires fo euer he ffoe, 
He mud (hewe hir all his mynde, 
!None of hys counfell fiie may be kept fie^ 
Elfe is he a man vnkyrde. 

uja Mun be maried a Sunday 
vi\ I mun be maried a Sunday, 
^S) Who foeuer fiiall come that way, 
I mun be maried a Sunday, 

Eoyller Doyiler is my name, 
Roytler Doyilet is my name, 
A luflie brute I am the fame, 
1 mun be maried a Sunday. 

Chridian Cuflance haue I founde, 
Chriflian Cuflance haue I founde, 
A Wydowe woTthe a thoufande pounde, 
I mun be maried a funday. 

Cuflance is as fweete as honey, 
Cuflance is as fweete as honey, 
I hir lambe and fhe my coney, 
I mun be maried a Sunday. 

When we (hall make our weddyng feafl. 
When we (hall make oure weddj-ng feafl, 
There (hall bee cheere for man and beafl, 
I mun be maried a Sunday. 

I mun be maried a Sunday, etc. 

The 

fLacebo diUxi, [die, 

Maifler Roifler Doider wil (Ireight go home and 
OurLorde lefus Chrill his foule haue mercievpon' 
Thus you fee to day a man, to morrow lohn. 
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Yet fauing for a womans extreeme cnieltie, 
He might haue lyued yet a moneth or two or three, 
But in fpite of CulUnce which hath him weried, 
His maftiyp (hall be worfhipfuUy buried 
And while feme piece of his foule is yet hym within, 
Some parte of his funeraJls let vs here beginne. 
Dirige. He will go darklyng to his graue. 
Neque lux, neque crux, ttift folum chnke, 
Neuer gentman fo went toward heauen 1 thinke. 

Vet firs as ye wyll the bhITe of heauen win, 
When he commeth to the graue lay hym foftly in. 
And all men take heede by this one Gentleman, 
How you fette your loue vpon an vnkinde woman : 
For thefe women be all fuche madde pieuifli elues, 
They wyll not be woonne except it pleafe them felues. 
But in faith Cuflance if euer ye come in hell, 
Maifler Roider Doifler ihatl feme you as well, [knaue. 
Good night Roger olde knaue, Farewel Roger olde 
Good night Roger olde knaue, knaue, knap. 
Nequando. Audiui voccin. 



^liE gealc of belies rong bp the parish (Elcri^l 

anil ^ottftcr JBoiBttrs fonre mm. ^ 

Wt\t firjit ^ell a StipU. 
WTien dyed he? When dyed he? 

Sil)t etcontie. 
We haue hym. We haue hym. 

5t!)t tl)itll« 
Royfter Doyfler, Royilcr Doyfter. 



He commeth, He commeth. 



Our owne, Our owne. 
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